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ARTICLE XXIV. 


Tbe Sacred and Prophane Hiftory of the World 
connected, from the Creation of the World to 
the Diffolution of the Aflyrian Empire at the 
Death of Sardanapalus, and to the Declenfion 
of the Kingdoms of Judah and Mrael, under 
the Reigns of Ahaz aad Pekah. By Samuel 
Shuckford, M. A. Chaplain in ordinary to his 
Majefty. Vol. the Wd. London: Printed for 
R. Knaplock, and J. and R.'Tonfon. 1737. 
Ottavo, Pag. 539, befides the Index. 


HE two former Volumes of this Work had 

_ given the Publick fo favourable an Opfhion of 
the Performance, that this which has long beeri ea- 
gerly expected could not fail of a welcome Receptt- 
on upon its firft Appearance: as there was no Reafon 


to fuppofe the leaft Degeneracy in the Author, fo 
Q there 
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there needed no Examination to apprize the World’of 
its Merit. Asthe foregoing Parts brought down the 
facred Hiftory to the Paflage of the //raelites through 
the Red-Sea, this continues it from that miraculous 
Event to the Death of Fofoua; and Mr. Shuckford has 
herein, as in thofe that went before, offered, not on- 
ly fuch Obfervations, as he thought might obviate or 
anfwer Objections to, or Difficulties in the Scripture 
Accounts of fome Facts of the Times here treated of; , 
but alfo fuch Hints of the heathen Nations, as can 
belong to this Period, and may enable him with the 
greater Facility to deduce the prophane Hittory in a 
clear Light, when he fhall come down to an A 
which may afford Plenty of Materials for a Relation 
of the Affairs of it. | 
As nothing is faid of the Fewi/h Year in the enfue 
ing Difcourfe, our Author has employed feveral Pa- 
ges of his Preface in an Hypothefis relating to it. He 
obferves, That if the //raelites, when they came into 
Canaan, had not been inftruéted to compute fuch a 
Number of Days to a Year, as might come very nigh 
to the true Meature of it, they could not long have 
continued to keep their fet Feafts in their proper Sea- 
fons: The Heathen Nations had as yet no Notion of 
the Year’s containing more than 360 Days: But fuch 
a Year falling fhort five Days, and almoft a quarter of 
a Day, of a true folar Revolution, it muft be evident, 
that the ftated Featts of Mfo/es’s Law, if they had 
been obferved in a Courfe of {uch Years, would have 
returned five Days, and almoft a quarter of a Day, 
in every Year, fooner than the true Seafon of the 
Year for obferving them could have return’d with 
them, and this in a very few Years muft have brought 
them into a great Confufion. But feeing (as Mr. 
Shuckford makes it appear) they did not, at the Dr 
ftance of forty Years after their firft Appointment, 
vary from the Times then afligned for their Celebra- 
tion, the Z/raelites muft have had fome Method to ad- 
juft their computed Year to the true Meafure of a re- 


alone. What this Method was, may (he fays) - 
aps 
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haps be difficult to be afcertained: however, he 
thinks ic may be probably conjeétured from fome Gir- 
cumftances in Mo/es’s Inftitutions relating to this Mat- 
ter. ‘Thefe he confiders with the utmoft Care and 
Exactnefs, and by a very nice Calculation he finds, 
that there were in the Mo/aic Year four intercalary 
Week Days; two added to the fixth Month, and 
two to the twelfth. Hereby their Year was made to 
confift of fifty-two compleat Weeks, amounting to 
364 Days; and this would be a great Approximation 
to the true and real folar Year, in comparifon of what 
all other Nations of this Time fell fhort of it; But 
fill, as our Author further remarks, even a Year thus 
fettled would not fully anfwer, but muft yet fall fhort, 
one Day and almott fix Hours in every /olar Revolu- 
tion, and this would have arifen to well nigh fifty 
Days in the forty Years now mentioned; and there- 
fore, had the //raelites began and continued compu- 
ting their Year in this manner, they would have found 
at the Expiration of thofe forty Years, that is, on 
their entring into Cazaan on the tenth Day of their 
Month ib, that they were come thither, not juft 
at the Time of Harvett, as they might have expeét- 
ed, nor when Jordan overflowed his Banks, as he did 
annually, but rather they would have been there al- 
moft fifty Days before the Seafon; fo that we muft 
look for fome further Direction in AZo/es’s Appoint- 
ments, that may lead us thro’ this remaining Part of 
the Difficulry. Our Author imagines he has found ir, 
and thus accounts for the Matter: ** The Featfls of 
“ the Lord were to be proclaimed in their Seafons, 
and it is remarkable, that the Seafon for the Wave- 
“ fheaf Offering is directed in fome meafure by the 
“ Time of Harvett: When ye be couse into the Land 
‘ which F give unto you, and fhall reap the Harveft 
‘ thereof then foall ye bring a Sheaf—* Thus again, 
Seven Weeks foalt thou number unto thee: begin to 
number thé feven Weeks from fuch time as thou besin- 
nefi to put the Sickle to the Corn: the numbring 

Qz ** thefe 
* Levit. xxiii. 10, + Deut. xvi. 9. 
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thefe Weeks was to begin from the Day of bring- 
ing the Sheaf of the Wave-Offering, and there- 
fore the Wave-fheaf Offering, and the Pentecoft 
at the End of the Wecks, appear evidently to have 
been regulated by the Corn-Seafon, which was 
fure to return annually after the Revolution of a 
true Year, however the computed Year might vary 
from, or not come up to it: and the only Queftion 
that can now remain, is, Whether the J/raelites 
were to kerp all their other Feafts on their fet Days, 
exactly at the Return of their computed Year; or 
whether their other Featts were regulated along 
with thefe of the Wave-fineaf and Pentecoft, fo as 
to have their computed Year corrected and amend- 
ed, as olten as the Return of Harvett fhewed them 
there was Reafon for it? And this laft Intimation 
appears plainly to have been the Faé; for it is ob- 
fervable, that the fifteenth Day of the feventh 


Month is fuppofed never to fall before they had ga- 


thered in the Fruits of their Land; for on that 
Day they were always to keep a Feaft for the end- 
ing of their Harveft: But if the computed Year 
had gone on without Corredtion, the fitteenth Day 
of the feventh Month, every Year falling fhort a 
Day and almoft a quarter of a true folar Year, 
would in a Number of Years have come about, be- 
fore the Time for beginning their Harveft: and 
Mojes lived long enough to have feen it moving ve- 
ry fenfibly towards this Abfurdity, and confequent- 
ly cannor be fuppofed to have left it fixed in fuch 
a manner: Rather the whole computed Year was 
to be regulated by the Seafon of Harveft: When 
the Year was ended, the J/raelites were to proclaim 
for the enfuing Year the Feafts of the Lord, and 
they were to be kept at their Times according to 
this publick Indiction; and in order to fix theif 
Times aright, they were in the firft place to ob- 
ferve the Month .4bi4, the Harveft Month, to ap- 
point the Beginning of that to its true Seafon; and 
this they might do [as often as they found it vy" 
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“ ing from it, by the Corn not growing ripe for the 
“© Sickle at or about the fixteenth Day of this Month, 
“ the fecond Day of unleavened Bread, on which 
6 they were wont to offer their Wave-fheaf] in the 
“ following manner: When they found at the End 
“© of the Year, from the Experience of two or three 
“¢ paft Years, as well as the Year then before them, 
«¢ chat Harveft was not fo forward as to be fit to be 
“© begun in about fixteen Days, they might then add 
“ fo many Days to the End of their Year, as might 
“ be requifite, that they might not begin the Month 
“ bib until, upon the fixteenth of it, they might 
expect to put the Sickle to the Corn, and bring 
“© the Wave-fheaf in their accuftomed manner.” This 
might be the Method, our Author thinks, in which 
this People adjutted their Year to the Seafons; and he 
conceives, that when they added to their Year in this 
manner, the Addition they made was of whole Weeks, 
one, two, or more, as the appearing Backwardnels 
of the Seafon required, that the firft of ib might 
fall upon a Sabbath, and the other Sabbaths of the 
Year follow in their due Order, fo as to fuit with the 
Intercalation of the four Weck Days aforefaid. 

Mr. Shuckford can fee but one material Objetion 
to what he has here offered: ** The Z/raelites were 
“ ordered by Mo/es to keep the Beginnings of their 
“ Months as folemn Feafts, on which they were to 
“ offer {pecial Sacrifices, and they were to celebrate 
“ them like their other high Fettivals with blowing 
“ of Trumpets: and they feem to have carefully ob- 
** ferved this Appointment in their worft, as well as 
in their beft, from their earlieft to their latefk 
“ Times. In their later Days the ews fixed the 
“ Days of thefe Feafts by the Appearance of the 
‘“* New Moon, and great Pains were taken to begin 
the Month and the Moon together: and this was 
* the Praétice when the Author of the Book of Ec- 
“ clefiafticus wrote; for he tells us, that from the 
“ Moon is the Sign of Feafts;+ and the Fewi/b Wri- 

3 ** ters 
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“ ters fay, that Mo/es appointed this Practice, and 
“ that the //raelites proceeded by it from the Begin- 
“ ning of the Law. ‘The L.XX indeed feem to have 
“¢ been of this Opinion, and accordingly, except in 
“© three or four Places only, they render the Expref- 
“ fion for the Beginning of the Months, by the Greek 
“© Word that is confiantly uted by the heathen Wri- 
“© ters for the Fefiivals of the New Moons obferved 
“* by them: and our Tranflators have followed the 
LXX, and do generally call the firft Days of the 
¢¢ Months, tHe New Moons in our Bibles: But if the 
“© ancient //raelites fixed thefe Feftivals in this man- 
ner, they could not compute their Months and 
Year, as has been here intimated; for in a Calen- 
dar formed according to what has been advanced, 
the New Moons and firft Days of the Months 
would be far from coinciding.” 

But in oppofition to this Mr. Shackford obferves, 
1. Phat it cannot be conceived that Mo/es had any 
Notion of computing Months according to this La- 
nav Reckoning. For this he gives feveral Reafons, 
and then urges, 2. That it is not probable that God 
fhou!d command the //rae/ites to regulate their Months 
by the Moon, or to keep a Feait upon the particular 
Day of the New Moon; for the Law, if this had 
been a Conttitution of it, would be calculated rather 
to lead them into Danger of Idolatry, than to pre- 
jerve them from it: The Practice of the later Jews 
in this matter prompted an Author, cited by Clemens 
Alexandrinus, to charge them with Idolatry; which 
Charge, however ill grounded, abundantly hints, that 
a Featt of New Moons ts not likely to be a Precept 
of Moles’s Law: God would {carcely have directed 
him to inflirute any thing, that could carry fuch an 
Appearance of Evil, efpecially when one great Defign 
of giving the Law is declared to be, that the //raclites, 
when they lifted up their Eyes to Heaven, and faw the 
Sum, and ibe Moon, and the Stars, even all the Haft of 
tleaven, foould not be driven to worfbip them. —They 
were to be a peculiar People unto the Lord their ” 
alld 
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and whilft there runs thro’ the whole Law a vifible 
Defign of many of the Inftitutions of it, to {eparate 
them from other Nations for this great Purpofe, it is 
no way likely there fhould be a Direétion for them to 
begin their Months with the Moon, which was wore 
fhipped by the Heathens as a high Deity. The 
Writer of Lcclefiafticus obferves of the Moon, that 
the Mouth is called after ber Name; but this was not 
fo to anancient //raclite. In our Englifh Language 
the Words Moon and Month may have this Relation, 
and a like Thought is to be fupported in the Greek 
Tongue, in which Ecclefaflicus was wrote: How- 
ever, in the Hebrew the Words that fignify AZoon and 
Month have no Affinity. And indeed, 3. In the He- 
brew Bible there is (as our Author thinks) no one 
Text from which we can gather the Z/raelites to have 
obferved the Day of the New Moon in any of their 
Feftivals. 

By the foregoing Extracts, tho’ they are not the 
whole of what Mr. Shuckford has faid upon this cu- 
rious Topic, the Reader may form a fufficient Idea of 
his Hypothefis relating thereto, and of the Grounds 
whereon he builds it. The reft of his Preface is em- 
ployed in refuting fome Cavils of the Antifcripturifts, 
who would argue AZo/es not to have compofed the 
Books we afcribe to him. I now proceed to the Bo- 
dy of the Work, to take notice of fuch Particulars 
therein, as are more elpecially inftructive or enter 
taining. 

It begins with the Story of the miraculous fweet- 
ning the bitter Waters at A/arab. ‘There is a Paflage 
relating to this Affair, which it feems our Tranflators 
have mifrendered, and thereby perplexed the Com- 
mentators; who, methinks, when they were at a lofs 
for a confiftent Senfe of it, fhould have recurr’d to 
the Original in quett of it: but as they had not the 
Difcretion to take fo neceffary a Step, Mr. Shack ford 
has, and here undertakes to furnifh us with its genuine 
Meaning. The Paffige is the latter Claule of the 
2sth Verfe of the 2yth of Exodus, There he made for 
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THEM @ Statute, and an Ordinance, and there he proved 
THEM. This Verfion, as our Author fays, hints, that 
fome Laws were here given to the //raelites, and that 
they were the Perfons here proved; but the Expof- 
tors are at a lofs to afcertain any Laws given at this 
Time. If we attend to the Hebrew Text, the affix 
uled by Mo/es does not fignify rHem but HIM, and 
Mo/es himfelf was the Perfon here applied to, and not 
the J/raelites; and the Statute and Ordinance here 
given was to him, and not tothem. In fhort, the 
Affair, according to Mr. Shuckfora’s Explication of 
it, is thus: * When the //raelites were got over the 
© Red Sea, they went into the Wildernefs of Shur, 
© whither, very probably, Ao/es led them without 
© any f{pecial Dire@ion from God. They travelled 
© here three Days without Water; and when at laf 
© they found fome, ic was bitter, and they could not 
© drink it. In their Diftrefs they murmured, and 
© Mofes prayed to God for Affiftance. God accepted 
© his Prayer, and gave him a fpecial Order and Ap- 
© pointment what to do; namely, to take a Bough 
© from a Tree which he was direéted to, and to put 
© jt into the Waters, and dy this he PROVED or tried 
© him; He gave him an Opportunity to fhew his Readi- 
© nefs fivittly to perform whatever Orders fhould be en- 
© joined him; and hereupon God promifeth him, that if 
© he would thus puntiually obferve all his Appointments, 
© that then he would continually extricate bim out of evee 
© xy Difficulty. 

Our Author feems to apprehend,by aNote that accom- 
panies this Comment, as if fomewhat might be objected 
to what is advane’d in it of God’s trying Mo/es at this 
Time, and by this Order : and indeed methinks it may be 
{faid, ‘ What need of trying him at this Seafon, afterfa 
€ Jong an Intimacy with him, after working fo many 
€ moreaftonifhing Miracles in his Favour,and receiving 
€ fomany more illuftrious Inftances of his Obedience? 
¢ Or in what Senfe can this be deemed a trying of 
© him at all? Ifa Perfon in want came to me for Re- 
¢ lief, and I commanded him to go to a Cupboatt 
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¢ juft at hand, and take from thence Food and eat it, 
‘and he fhould do fo; could his doing fo ealy a 
¢ thing, and purely for his own Benefit, be properly 
¢ called Obedience? Could it be thought to have in 
¢jtany Merit, or to deferve that I fhould thereupon 
¢ make mighty Promifes of perpetual Support, while 
¢ he continued thus to do what I bid him? Or what 
¢ is there in fuch an Order that has the leaft Colour 
¢ of proving ? To prove a Man’s Submiffion, by di- 
¢ reting him where or how to obtain what he in- 
¢ treats me to help him to, is not very common; and 
¢ to offer at fuch a Method would not carry in it a 
¢ great Shew of Prudence.’ ‘To obviate all this the 
Note fays, ‘ We meet many Inffances in the Scrip- 
¢ tures of God’s appointing Perfons, applying to him 
‘for Favours, to do fome [{cemingly infignificanr] 
¢ A&, asa Proof of their entire Submiffion and Obe- 
‘dience to him. ‘/acob was ordered to ule peeled 
¢ Rods, Gen. xxx. Naaman to wath in the River 
‘ Fordan, 2 Kings v. And in Exodus xvi. the J/raclites 
‘were proved in this manner: They were ordered 
‘to gather of the Manna a certain Rata every Day, 
‘ that God might prove them, whether they would walk 
‘in bis Law or no; Thus was Mofes here proved, 
‘fe,’ But furely (may not fome reply) there is no- 
thing in any of thefe Examples to favour the Suppo~ 
fition which they are quoted to countenance. * Fa- 
‘ cob made no Application to God, that we read of, 
‘concerning his Cattle; nor have we any Reafon to 
‘fay, his politick Contrivance to increafe the Num- 
‘ ber of them was dictated to him by God ar all. The 
© Cafes of Naaman and the J/raelites had in them no- 
* thing in common with this before us, and fo have 
‘ nothing to do with it: and the laft of them is not 
‘fo diftin@tly ftated in the Note as one would with 
‘it to be: no body can imagine God’s ordering the 
* Ifraelites merely to gather of the Mauna, was intend- 
‘ ed to prove their Readinels to comply with his In- 
* junctions; and yet our Author’s Words imply no 
‘more: but if any thing in the gathering of this 
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Manna was to be a Tecft of their Subjection to the 
divine Precepts, it was the Circumttance of the 
Quantity: the Reftriction with refpeé to that car. 
ried a great deal of Proof in it. They hada moft 
impatient Appetite for Bread; a delicious Species 
thereof is conveyed to them trom Heaven; how 
apt would they be to feize upon as much as they 
could grafp of it, how defirous of {toring up a Sur- 
plufage to apply to, if it fhould ceafe its nightly 
talling: well, but there is a {trict Prohibition with 
regard to both; they fhall gather but little, and 
they fhall lay by none: Here is fomewhat indeed to 
exercife their Faith in God’s Providence, as well as 
their Obedience, fomething that has the genuine 
Propertics of a Proof, and is really one; whereas in 
that which Mr. Shuckford makes for Mo/es, it is 
hard to difcern the lealt Refemblance of fuch a Na- 
ture.’ The Reader has here what is faid on the 
one fide, for a new Verfion and Interpretation of a 
Paffage of Scripture, and fomewhat that may be faid 
on the other, in bar of that’s being the true Import 
thereof, which the prefent very learned Tranflator 
fuppofes. Whatever becomes of that Queftion it 
muft be faid, that in flarting any thing new, or in 
differing from others, this excellent Writer always 
propofes his Opinions with the Modefty and Candor 
which fuit his facred Character. 

We find no Place called Marab in the prophane 
Authors; for indeed, as ours obferves, the J/raelites 
gave the Place this Name, becaufe the Waters they 
found here were bitter, Marah in their Language fig- 
nifying zo de di/ter; but the bett Heathen Writers a 
prce, that there were Lakes of bitter Waters in the 
Parts where the //raclites were now travelling. 70 
fepbus has given a very idle Account of the Change 
of the Tafte of them, which Mr. Shuckford here re- 
futes, as he alfo does that of the Writer of Ecclefiafi- 
cus upon the fame Subject. The former is not worth 
reciting; it has not only nothing miraculous in it, but 
it bears not the leaft Similitude to that of Scape 
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che other does, but yet it favours no more than thar 
ofa Miracle: tor it makes the [ree God fhewed A- 
fes, to have an inherent Quality naturally productive 
of the Effeét of dulcifying. Mr. Shuckford offers {e- 
veral Reafons for diffenting from this Notion. ‘That 
of the greateft Weight is, ° That had there been in 
¢ thefe Parts any Tree endowed with fo ufeful a Pro- 
‘erty, it would certainly, after being made known, 
¢ and this Experiment of Mo/es’s been recorded, have 
‘been generally applied to the fame Purpofe, and as 
¢ much enquired after by the Naturalifts; bur tho’ 
‘ Swabo, Diodorus Siculus, and Pliny have all remark- 
¢ed, that there were bitter Waters in this Part of 
‘the World, yet they knew of no Trees of a medi- 
¢ cinal Quality to correét the Tatte of them. Pliny 
‘tells us of a Method afterwards invented to melio- 
‘rate the Tafte of {uch Waters; but tho’ he has 
‘treated largely of the Powers and Virtues of Trees 
‘and Plants, and of the Trees in thofe Parts of the 
¢ World particularly; yet he never heard of any of 
¢ this Sort, and therefore undoubtedly there were not 
* any.’ 

I intend no regular Abftraét of this Woik, but on- 
ly, as [ have hinted above, to fingle out for the Read- 
er fuch Paffages of it asare more elpecially deferving of 
his Attention ; therefore IT fhall fall upon thefe as they 
occur, without (often) having any Regard to the in- 
termediate Hiftory that connects them. 

Speaking of the Afanna which was rained down in 
the Wildernefs, our Author rectifics a vuloar Miftake 
relating to the gathering of it: The J/raclites were 
ordered, every Head of a Family, to gather as many 
Omers of it every Morning as he had Perfons in his 
Family; but as they went out to gather without ta- 
king Meafures with them, it fo happened, that fome 
pathered more than their Quantity, and fome lefs: 
Our Exeli/h Verfion tells the Story thus: Zhe Children 
of Iftael gathered fome more, ome Iefs; and when they 
did mete it with an Omer, be that gathered much bad 
nothing over, and be that gathered little bad uo lacks 
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which Words may be thought to fignify, ‘That God 
¢ was here pleafed to adjutt the feveral Quantities that 
were gathered; and fo to order it, that when the 
came to meafure, the Store of him that had gather- 
ed too much was diminifhed to the exaé Number 
of Omers which he was to have, and the defeéive 
Quantity of him that had noc gathered his due 
Quantity, was miraculoufly increafed to the juf 
Meature of what he was to have gathered.’ Bur, 
as Mr. Shackford fays, 1. Why fhould God command 
the People to gather an Omer for each Perfon, it he 
defigned miraculoufly fo to order it, that Ict them ga- 
ther what they would, they fhould find their Gathers 
ings amount to an exact Omer, neither more nor lefs? 
2. The Words of Mo/es, if rightly rendered, exprefs 
the Fact to have been very different from this Repre- 
fentation of it. "The Word which we tranflate had 
nothing over, fhould be he made to have nothing over; 
and ia like manner the Word tranflated bad no Lack, 
thould be rendered he caufed to have no Lack ; and 
Mofes was the Perfon who thus ordered it, i.e. di- 
rected them to give to one another; they that had 
more than their Meafure, to make up what was wants 
ing to them that had lefs, that all might have their 
full Quantity, and no more.——- 

Another Error that Mr. Shuckford corrects 1s 
with reference to the Rock at Horeb, from whence 
Mo/fes brought a miraculous Supply of Water. At 
Rephidim, whither they marched from the Wil- 
dernefs of Siz, the //raelites were diftreffed for want 
of Water, and murmured againft their Leader for 
bringing them into Extremity. Hereupon he cried 
unto the Lord, and received Direétions to {mite 2 
Rock at Mount Horch with his Wonder-working 
Rod; and upon his doing this in the Sight of the El- 
ders of Jfracl, God was pleafed to caufe a River of 
Water miraculoufly to flow out of the Rock, to {up 
ply their Neceffities. But fee what a Whimfy has 
been built upon this Story. Archbifhop U/ber te 
marks, that the Rock out of which Mo/es thus mi 
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rculoufly produced the Water, followed the l/raelites 
throughout the Wildernefs: Tertullian is {aid to have 
heen of this Opinion: The Fewz/h Rabbins were fond: 
of it: But fome other Writers fotten the Prodigy, 
and alert, that the Water from the Rock became a 
River, and was made to flow after the Camp, where- 
ever the Z/raelites journeyed, until they came to Aa- 
ge. Our Author fets down the Reafons upon which 
this extravagant Opinion is grounded, and diftincily 
anfwers them in their Order. The laft of them is, 
that St. Paw/ expretsly affirms that the Rock follow- 
edthem. The Apoftle’s Words, 1 Cor. x. 4. are, 
Our Fathers did all drink the fame [pivitual Drink, (for 
they drank of that [pivitual Kock that tollowed them, 
aud that Rock was Chrift.) But our Author thinks it 
is very evident, that the Apoftle {peaks not here of 
the Rock of Hfored, but of Chrift, who, tho’ invi- 
ible, was the {piritual Support of the J/rac/ites in the 
Wildernefs. In the third Verfe he alludes to the 
Manna which was given them, but then treats of the 
ipiritual Meat which fuftained them, defigning to 
tun the Thoughts of the Corinthians trom the Man- 
aato God who gave it, and made it a fuficient Nou- 
mfhment to his People. —— In the fame manner we 
mult confider the Supply they had of Drink: The 
Rock at Horeb fent forth Waters, but the Benefit was 
hot owing to the Rock, but to Chrift, who was the 
ipintual and invifible Rock of his People; who by 
his Power gave them this Supply, and whofe Pre- 
fence was with them, not at this Time only, but in 
ill their Journeyings. —Indeed if we had any Autho- 
ity from Scripture to fay, that the Rock at Flored 
followed the Camp, or that the Waters from Horeb 
flowed after the //raclites, we thould, as Mr. Shack- 
fd very rightly obferves, have no Reafon to quefti- 
on the Faét : ‘The Power of God could have caufed 
tither; but neither Mofes, nor any other facred Wri- 
tery fays any thing like it, nor was any fuch Faé 


known either to Philo or Fofepbus; fo that it feems 


tobe a mere Fition of the Rabbis, and as fuch 
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ought to be rejefted ——“ The Miracles recorded 
“in Scripture may eafily be vindicated: But it is an 
*¢ idle Labour, and will prove of Differvice to Relj- 
“¢ gion, to add Miracles of our own making to thofe 
“© which the Scriptures fet before us.” 

Whilft the Z/raelites were at Rephidim, the Ama- 
likites, near unto whofe Country they then encamp- 
ed, attacked them. The Narrative of this Battel, 
in which the //raelites were victorious, leads our Au- 
thor to a very judicious Explication (too long to be 
here quoted) of a difficult Text relating to it, which 
is the 16th Verfe of the xviith Chapter of Exodus. 

Ic was foon after this Fight that Jethro the Prictt 
of Midian, Mo/es’s Father-in-law, arrived at Horeb, 
whither he conducted his Daughter Zipporab, the 
Wile of Afofes, and her two Children. ‘The Day al- 
ter his coming he gave A/o/es that excellent Advice 
which he immediately complied with, and which we 
read of Exodus xvii. 13—24. The Recital of this 


Affair gives Mr. Shuckford an Opportunity of vindi- 
cating the Zeci/o Polity againft a Cavil of our mo- 


cern. Deifts, grounded upon a Reflection of Lord 
Shaftsbury’s: That noble Writer fays, that * the great 
*¢ Founder of the Hebrew State had not perfected his 
“ Model, until he confulred the foreign Prieft his 
“ Father-in-law, to whofe Advice he paid fuch re 
* markable Deference.” + Whereby he would infi- 
nuate, that a Part of the Mo/aic Infticution was a 
Contrivance of Yethro’s, and therefore that the whole 
cannot be pretended to be a divine Appointment. In 
Anfwer hercto our Author obferves, 1. That the Ad- 
vice which Zethro gave Afofes, and what Mofes did 
upon it, was not to perfect his Model; for both were 
antececent to any Steps being taken at all towards 
forming the Few: State. But, 2. What fethroad- 
vifed Afo/es to, tho’ he complied with it then, and @ 
gain afterwards when Circumftances required, Ww 
yet never made an effential Part of the Fewi/s Con 


ftitution.——Mr. Shuckford fpecifies all the Officers 
in 


+ Charad. Vol. III. p. 58. 





ute _. « 


°° a leo neh Ti 





Art. 24. for October 1737. 255 


‘athe Zewi/o Adminiftration, that were of divine In- 
fitution, none of which were thole appointed by 
Moles at Fethro’s Recommendation: he has evinced a 
very remarkable Difference between them. He goes 
frther, and obferves, that the feveral Ofhcers whom 
God had appointed, continued to have their Name, 
Title, and Authority through all the Changes of the 
Yewify State; but as to the others, as their Infticati- 
on was not of divine Authority, fo their Ofhce was 
not thus fixed and lafting. Here therefore, as he 
adds, is the Failure of that noble Writer’s Reflection : 
He defigned to prove fome Part of the Fewi/h Polity 
to be a Contrivance of ‘ethrvo’s, and confequently a 
mere human [nftitution; but his Inftance is a Point, 
which was indeed an human Infticution,: but not an 
efential and ettablifhed Part of the Fewé/h Polity. 
Our Author now refumes his Hiftory, and tells us 
of the Encampment of the J/raclites at the Foot of 
Mount Simai, where they ftayed almoftaYear. Af- 
ter they had been in this Situation fome time, AZo/es 
and Aaron, Nadab, Abibu, and feventy of the Elders 
of the People went up fome Part of the Mountain, 
and they far the God of Lfracl, and worfbippcd binm.— 
Itmay beasked, fays Mr. Shuckford, How and in what 
Senfe did they {ee him? Vo man hath feenGod at any time.* 
Itfeems hard to imagine, how the infinite God can be 
cloathed in Shape, and bounded within the Limits of 
avifible Figure, fo as to become the Objeé& of our 
sight: The wite Heathens apprehended infuperable 
Difficulties in any fuch Suppofition; and it muft be 
confeffed, that fome of the Verfions of the Bible do 
hot render the Paflage literaily. The LXCX tranflate 
It, They faw the Place where there ftood the God of \{- 
nel; and Oxkelos, They faw the Glory of the God of 
frael: and the Commentators, from what Mo/es in 
inother Place remarks to the //raelites, that they had 
len mo manner of Similitude, do generally conclude 
that he did not intend here to intimate, that he or 
the Nobles of //rael did really and vifibly fee God. 
But our Author begs leaye to differ from al! thefe, 
* a John iv, ¢2, and 





nreemipiee TT e ET es epee 


ahi 


oe 


| 
| 
| 








256 The Works of the Learned Art. 24, 
and offers the Reader his own Sentiments of the mat. 
ter to this Effect. 

t. He cannot but obferve, that Ao/es does not fay, 
that he and the Elders of J/rael law the invifible God; 
the Expreflion is, that they faw the God of Mrael: Ng 
Man indeed hath ever feen the invifible God, nor can fee 
bim; + but the God of Lfrael, the divine Perfon, who 
is many times ftiled in the Old Veftament the God of 
Abraham, the God of Ilaac, and the God of Jacob, 
frequently appeared to them, and was in After-ages 
made Flefb, and for about three and thirty Years dwelt 
upon Earth amongit Men.—This 1s Mr. Shackfora’s 
firtt Obiervation for the refolving the above Queftion: 
“That Part of it which concerns the Appearance of 
“¢ the Logos to the ancient Patriarchs, and afterwards 
“to Mojes and the J//raelites, is old and common; 
*¢ but the other, retpecting the vifible and invifible 
*° God, and fo emphatically diftinguifhing them, is 
“¢ more fingular and remarkable: It feems to imply 
“ two Gods, and of very different Natures; one, 
*¢ abfolutely incompatible with any thing that might 
*¢ qualify it for a fenfible Manifettation, of any fuch 
*¢ Union with Matter as might render it vifable; the 
* other no way repugnant even to Incarnation, and 
“ the fuftaining and fulfilling all human Offices: It 
“ will be hard, | think, to reconcile fuch a Diftin- 
“¢ étion with a Samenels of Nature.” But, 2. That 
this Perfon appeared to the Patriarchs of old in a real 
Body, was evident to them by the fame infallible 
Proofs as thofe, by which be fhewed himfelf alive to 
his Difciples after bis Paffion. Mr. Shuckford here re- 
cites the feveral Paffages of Holy Writ, wherein his 
former and latter Apparitions are recorded; and from 
all thefe he thinks he fees it to have been real and in- 
difputable Faét, that the Perfon who is here ftiled #he 

+ There is no fuch Propofition as this in all Scripture: It is im- 
poilible that any infpired Writer fhould form fuch a one. Our Ate 
thor in altering thefe Words from what they are in their Place, 
1 Jobuiv.12. refers to Colof. i. 15. The Affertion, as it 1s Wore- 
ed 1 Yohn iv. 12. istrue and proper; but as it is here encumbert 
with the Epithet izv7/fé/e from the Text of Coloff. and another {u- 
perfluous Word ever, it is unworthy either of the Accuracy oF ! 
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God of Ifrael, did frequently, for a fhort or longer 
Space of Time, according to his own good Will and 
Pieafure, affume and unite himfelf to a real Body, and 
thereby appear vifible to the aforementioned Perfons, 
and confequently that he might be thus feen by Mo- 
fes and the Elders on the Mount. As to what may 
be pretended of the wife and learned Heathens appre- 
hending fuch an Appearance, as this here {poken of, 
to be abfurd and impoffible, he would obferve, 
he That it is indeed true, that their earlieft Philo- 
“ fophy led them to think that the Lights of Hea- 
“© yen were the Gods that governed the World, and 
‘6 to afcribe no human Shape to thefe Divinities, nor 
“to fet up Idols of human Form in their ancient 
“ Image-Worfhip, but rather to confecrate facred 
“ Animals, and to dedicate their Images: But in 
“ Time a newer Theology fucceeded among them, 
“ and in all Nations, except the more Eaftern, which 
“ had but little Knowledge of, or Concern in what 
“ happened in Canaan, and the Countries adjacent to 
“ ir, or which were inftructed from it, Gods of hu- 
“ man Form were introduced into every Temple, and 
“ human Images were erected tothem. And yet in 
“ After-times, when their Philofophers came to fpe- 
“ culate upon this Subject, both this Worfhip and 
“ Theology was thought by them to have been the In- 
“ vention of Fabulifis and Poets, and not to have 
“ been derived from Reafonand Truth : They thought 
“ it Mythic or popular, but in no wife agreeable to 
“ their Notions of the Nature of divine Beings, but 
“rather contrary to them. It is remarkable (as he 
“ goes on) that this their later Theology was never 
“ thought of in any Nation, until after the Lord had 
“appeared unto Abraham, unto J/aac, unto Facob, 
“ Mofes, Balaam, Fofoua, and to divers other Per- 
“ fons, not until after the Fame of thee Appearances 
“ had /pread into, and obtained Credit in divers Coun- 
“ tries.” From all which he is apt to conclude, 
“ That not Science or Speculation, but a Belief of 
* Faéts well attefted, led the Heathens into this their 
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“© newer Theology. What was faid of the Appear. 
“© ances of Angels [of the God of //rael] unto Men 
“© amongit the Hebrews, and to fome other Perfons 
*¢ of other Nations, was known to be Fact, beyond 
€¢ 4 Poflibility of Contradi€tion. And hence it came 
** to pals, that tho’ Philofophy fuggeited no fuch In- 
* novation, yet the Directors of the Sacra of heathen 
*¢ Kingdoms could not well avoid an Imitation, of 
“¢ what, as I’aét, could not be denied to have hap- 
*¢ pened in the World; and this by degrees led them 
** to their new Gods. And thus if we confult the 
“¢ ancient Heathens, inftead of finding trom their 
*¢ Philofophy Objeétions fufficient to weaken the Cre- 
“¢ dibility of what the Scriptures record concerning 
“¢ the Appearances of divine and fuperior Beings, we 
“¢ may from the Alteration which they made in their 
“¢ facred Inftitutions, be induced to think thele Scrip- 
“¢ ture Facts to have been fo well attefted to the 
“© World, that even Nations not immediately con- 
*€ cerned in them, could net but admit the Truth of 
“¢ them, and think them of Wight enough to caufe 
*¢ them to vary from what thev had before efteemed 
*¢ the Principles both of their Science and Religion.” 
Readers of the leaft Penetration cannot tail of mas 
king fome Reflections upon thefe Paragraphs: fome 
may think it no way follows from the Heathens not 
introducing their new Gods, or reprefenting theit 
Deities by human Forms, till after the forementioned 
Appearances of the Logos to the ancient Patriarchs 
and Hebrews, (f{uppofing it to be true that they did 
not,) that therefore the Fame of thofe Apparitions in 
duced them to that Practice: for granting that the 
People bordering upon Canaan had fome Notice of 
thofe Appearances, yet would the diftant Relation of 
three or four fuch Incidents have fo ftrong an Influ- 
ence upon whole Nations, as to engage them to new 
model their Theology and Worfhip: If the Know- 
ledge of the Facts reached them, they could not alfo 
but know, that thofe among whom they happened, 
made no fuch Inferences from them either in Theory 
2. or 
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or Cuftom: befides, thofe Nations had no favourable 
Opinion of, or any great Refpect for, either the an- 
cient Patriarchs or Hebyews: Folks do not ufe to love, 
or, in religious Matters, to be governed by thofe who 
deteft their Religion, and deny their Gods; or to 

ive any Credit to the Reports of their divine Vifions 
and Revelations, but always regard them as mere De- 
lufions, or fraudulent Practices: What Ground there- 
fore is there for the Connection that is here afligned? 
But may it not be faid further, that there is no great 
Probability of the Knowledge of thefe things {pread- 
ing fo wide, or with any fuch Eclaé as is here prefu- 
med: the Methods of Communication and Correfpon- 
dence between different Countries, which now ob- 
tain by Printing and fixed Poils, were then unknown 
and unufed; and tho’ the Tidings of mighty Revo- 
lutions and Events, in which Communities were im- 
mediately involv’d, might {pread wide and {pcedily, fo 
as to put neighbouring ones into Motion, it can hard- 
ly be thought, that even divine Revclations to parti- 
cular Men, altho’ of Note in the Places of their Ha- 
bitation, fhould, when only their own Families or In- 
terefts were concerned in them, make any very ex- 
tenfive Impreflions, or produce fuch grand Effeéts as 
are here attributed to them: add to this, that other 
obvious and fuffieient Reafons have always been given 
for the Heathens worfhipping of their Goc's under a 
human Form. 

Moreover, one would not willingly make the God 
of I/rael, who had fo ftri€tly forbid the worfhipping 
of any corporeal Likenefs, the Occafion of recom- 
mending that very Species of Idolatry; or of intro- 
ducing into the heathen Theclogy fuch grofs anthro- 
pomorphite Ideas of the divine Nature, as are known 
to have defiled it. 

And now with refpeét to the laft thing that Mr. 
Shuckford apprehended fome might objeé to his No- 
tion of Adofes and the Elders of J/rze/ having really 
leen God, which is, that Mo/es himfelf remarked to 
the U/raelites, that they had feen no manner of Simi- 

2 litude, 
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litude, he obferves, 4. ‘That the Paflage wherein he 
does {c, exprefsly refers to the Day in which God de- 
livered the [en Commandments from the Mount to 
the People: and Mo/es’s Defign in 1t was, * to cau- 
“ tion them, by a due Regard to that Day’s Tranf- 
“¢ aétions, to be exceeding: careful not to fall into I- 
© dolatry. He exhorts them, Deut. iv. 9, 10. never 
“ to forget the things which their Eyes had fecn, on the 
© Day that they ftood before the Lord in Horeb: He re- 
“6 minds them, y. 12. thatin that Day the Lord /pake 
“° unto them out of the midft of the fire, that they beard 
“ the voice of the words, but faw no fimilitude, only 
© they heard a voice: He then again charges them to 
<< take good heed to themfelves, left they fhould make 
&< the fimilitude of any figure, by obferving again to 
“ them, vy. 1. that they faw no fimilitude, on the day 
“¢ that the Lord [pake unto them in Horeb, out of the 
<: midjt of the fire. On this Day it was, that God in- 
<¢ ftruéted them how he would be worfhipped, and 
“<< commanded them to make to themfelves no man- 
¢ ner of Image; and therefore to this particular Day’s 
“¢ Tranfaction Mo/fes might well appeal, in order to 
“ charge them in the ftricteft manner to be careful to 
“ obferve this Commandment: and accordingly, 
66 what he here offers is by his own exprefs Words limit- 
“ ed and confirmed to the Tranfaétions of the Day 
“¢ here referred to; and I do not fee, fays Mr. Shuck- 
& ford, how any thing can be concluded from what 
“¢ is here faid, againft what he may have fuggefted to 

«¢ have happened on any other Day whatfoever.” 
Whether this laft Paragraph does at all contribute 
to juftify our Author’s Sentiments concerning the Ap- 
pearance in Difpute; or whether, on the contrary, it 
does not utterly reverfe it, muft be left to the Read- 
er’s Judgment; thofe will certainly be of the latter 
Opinion, to whom the Cafe in it happens to appeat 
thus: “¢ Mo/es earneftly inculcates upon the Children 
“ of J/rael, that on the day that they flood before the 
“ Lord in Hoveb,——they beard the voice of his words, 
« Lut faw no Similitude: The Reafon of his inking 
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“ fo eagerly upon this, plainly was, to imprefs on 
‘“ them a deep Sentfe of the extreme Folly, as well as 
“ Wickednels, of reprefenting the Deity by any 
““ Image, when he exhibited himfelf to them under 
“ none, at the Time of his giving ’°em the Law: 
“ which ftrongly implied that he was without Form 
“ or Figure, infinitely above, and incapable of any 
“ bodily Shape, and confequently that the expreffing 
“ him by any, was to debate his Idea, and derogate 
“ from the Glory of his Perfection; which was the 
“ Caufe of his teftifying his Abhorrence of fuch an 
“ Attempt, in the fecond Precept of that Law, and 
‘ fo awfully warning them againit it. But undoubt- 
“ edly nothing could have been weaker than fuch ar- 
“ ouing, or more in vain than the Difcourfe of Mo- 
“ fes, recited by our Author, if, altho’ the People 
“ he directs it to faw no Similitude- when God con- 
“ vers’d with them at one time, they did fee a Simi- 
“ litude, when he manifefted himfelf to them at ano- 
“ther: The Children of /rac] might then have very 
“ welt reply’d to him; Sir, We fhall be careful not 
“ to reprefent God by an Image, becaufe he has po- 
“ fitively forbid us to make to ourfelves any graven 
“ Image, or to worfhip it; and has fufficiently figni- 
“ fied that fuch a PraGtice would peculiarly excite his 
“ Jealoufy, and incenfe him, and even derive a Curfe 
“upon our Pofterity to the third or fourth Genera- 
“tion: but as for the Reafon you reiterate againtt ir, 
“ wz. our not beholding any Similitude in the Mount, 
“it is altogether impertinent and inconclufive; fee- 
“ing, tho’ we did not at the Seafon you now refer 
“to, we did at another; which it was impoflible we 
“ fhould have done, if your Reafoning had any Foun- 

“ dation.” 
As for Mr. Shuckford’s not feeing, how any thing 
can be inferred from what Mo/es has faid, Deut. iv. 
lt) 15. againft what he may have fuggefted to have 
appened on any other Day; it may perhaps appear 
to feveral a little odd, for a Perfon of his great Saga- 
tity; teeing Mo/es’s reafoning in Deutercnomy has now 
R 3 thing 
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thing at all to do with Time or Place; it is founded 
on the Nature of Things, and equally concludes a. 
gainft the Appearance even of the God of J/rael, 
any-where, and at any seafon. No body pretends 
that it will follow, from the //raelites lecing no Simi- 
litude at one time, that they did not or could not fee 
any at another; but it will follow from the Inference 
Mo/jes draws from their feeing none at one time (if 
that Inference be a good one) that they faw none ar 
any time. 

Thus I have given the Reader a View of the mott 
remarkable Paflages of our Author’s Account of the 
Hebrew Affairs, {o far as they are related in the tenth 
Book of his Work, or the firft of this Volume. They 
are immediately fucceeded by a curious Detail of the 
principal coxtaneous Events recorded in prophane Hi- 
tory. The Heroes here celebrated are Lelex, firtt 
King of Laconia, and fomewhatelder than Mo/es: Mr. 
Shuckford {uppoies him to have been of the Pofterity 
of Facob, and to have fled with a Party out of Egypr, 
from the Slavery under which he and his Brethren 
there groaned, fome Y ears before the miraculous Ex0- 
dus. Another of them is the famous Fupiter of the 
Greeks, King of Crete, whom our Author evinces to 
have been likewife cotemporary with the Fewi/h Law- 
giver. His Genealogy is here carefully traced, the 
chief Tranfaétions of his Life are recited, and his en- 
tire Story illuftrated, and refcued, as far as it can be, 
from the Obfcurity and Ditguifes caft on it by the fa- 
bulous and mythological Writers. The Character 
here drawn of him is truly noble; and when we fur- 
vey it, we can hardly wonder that the Grecians, when 
they came to deify Men, fhould place him at the 
Head of their Divinities. His Memoirs are necefla- 
rily intermixed with thofe of other extraordinary Per- 
{ons, and we find here feveral Particulars concernug 
his Father Saturn; Ouranus his Grandfire; his Bre- 
t ren and Sifters, Neptune, Pluto, Vefla, Ceres and 
Funo; his Children by his nine Wives, of which the 
more eminent were Liebe, Argos, Mars, Vulcat, - 
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Jas, Proferpine, Diana, Apollo, Venus, Mercury, Bac- 
chus, Lacedemon, Hercules, and the Mu/es; as allo of 
Lycaon King of Arcadia, Minos, Daedalus, Cadmus, 
and others: The whole is an ingenious Explication of 
the Myth-Hiftory of that early Age, when the States 
of Greece, which afterwards arrived at fuch a Height 
of Glory and Puiffance, as well as that of the J/- 
raelites, were in Embryo. 

The fecond Book in this Volume opens with the 
Story of the golden Calf; all the Circumftances of 
which are minutely confidered, the Traditions of the 
Rabbins concerning feveral of them fet down and ex- 
amined by the Teft of Reafon, with which they rare- 
ly comport; an important Text in'ic corrected, * and 
another of no lefs Confequence, that the £xgli/p Tran- 
flation does not fully exprefs the original Senfe of, 
raifed to the Hebrew Import, and [et in a clear and fa- 
tisfa€tory Light: this ts the 2fth Verfe of the 32d of 
Exodus, And when Moles faw that the People were na- 
ked (for Aaron bad made them naked ante their Shame 
before theiy Enemies.) Our Author very critically en- 
quires into this Nakedne/s of the People; divers Sig- 
nifications of the Hebrew Verb Paran (to make na- 
ked) are fpecified; and from what is faid upon this 
Head, it is ealy, we are told, to fee, what the Words 
above cited exprefs to us, namely, 1. That the Peo- 
ple were upon no Guard; in no Pofture of Defence; 
under no Direétion or Command of their proper Of- 
ficers; but were fcattered up and down the Plain at 
their Games, as their Fancy led them. — They were 
inno formed Body to be able to make Head againtt 
an Enemy; and, 2. They were unarmed, naked in 
this Senfe, not cloathed to defend themfelves againft 
any Violence that might be offered tothem. —Itfeems 
lome learned Writers, taking the Words here in too 
literal a Senfe, have imagined the People were really 
naked, (not in the foregoing Acceptation, but as 
fript of their Garments) when A4Zo/es came to them, 
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Mr. Shuckford has expofed all the Grounds of their 


Opinion, and fhewn the Weaknefs of them. 

What Ufe their Leader made of this defencelefs 
Condition in which he found the giddy Multitude, 
we learn from the four Veries following that we have 
been {peaking of. He called to him art the Sons of 
Levi, and commanded them to arm themfelves, and 
pafs backward and forward throughout the Camp, and 
flay every Man bis Brother, and every Man his Compa- 
tion, and every Man his Neighbour, and accordingly, 
in Obedience to this terrible Order, they inftantly 
mafiacred about three thoufand Men. A Difficulty 
arifes here concerning this Number, which is much 
too {mall to have fallen by the Hands of the Levites, 
if all of them that were capable of executing the 
bloody Mandate had complied with it in the manner 
they were charged. ‘Yo folve this, Mr. Shuckford 
makes it appear, ** That not the whole Tribe of Le- 
“6 yj, but only all the Sons of Levi, who were a- 
“ mongft thofe unto whom Mo/es called, came toge- 
“© ther to this Service; and thele were, very proba- 
“ bly, fuch as had retired out of the Camp, whilft 
“6 this ‘Idolatry was acting in it.” 

Tt cannot, he fays, but at firft Sight feem a very 
monftrous thing to us, that the J/rac/ites fhould, af- 
ter God’s doing fuch mighty things tor them, and 
while ¢he Sight of bis Glory was like a devouring Fire 
before their Eyes on the top of the Mount, fali away 
from what had been enjoined them, and fink into 
what mutt feem to us a moft grofs and fenfelefs Folly. 
But the Account he gives of the Matter quite difl- 

pates our Surprize, and, in truth, very much calms 
our Refentment againft the Offenders, for whom itis 
in feme fort an Apology. However, he takes occa- 
fion from their Crime to reprove the Free-thinkers of 
this Day, who, in their Oppofition to Revelation, 
proceed upon much the fame Principle as mifled the 
ifraelites into this fhameful Idolatry, that is, a De- 
pendance on their own Underftandings as the beft Di- 


rectors of their Faith and Praétice. The Reflegtiom 
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he makes hereupon are very fage ones: The //raelites, 
‘fays he, would have Images, when they thought 
¢ Reafon and natural Science to be for them, though 
¢ God had faid exprefsly, make no Image: —A reit- 
¢Jefs Inclination to purfue what feem the Dictates of | 
¢human Wifdom, rather than ftrictly to adhere to 
what God commands, has ever been the Temptati- 
‘on common to Mankind, the human Foible, the 
¢ Seducement, which has been too apt to prevail a+ 
¢ gaintt us. Our modern Reafoners think they argue 
¢ right, when they contend, that if we find any thing 
‘ ina Revelation, that appears contrary to our Reafon, 
‘no external Evidence whatfoever will be [ufficient to 
‘ prove its divine Original, but that upon obferving any 
‘ thing in it fo oppofite to our natural Light and Under- 
‘ landing, we ought to give it up as abfurd, and there- 
‘ fore falfe, whatever extrinfick Proofs may be offered in 
¢ Support of it. But was not this the Part which the 
¢ Tiraelites here acted ? To have no Images to dire& 
¢ 
6 
¢ 
¢ 
¢ 
. 
¢ 
. 
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their Worfhip, was, according to the then Theory 
of human Knowledge, contrary to what they cal- 
led Science and Reafon: as foon therefore as Mo/es 
was gone from them, they regarded not the Com- 
mandment that had been giventhem. ‘The exter- 
nal Proof which they had of its divine Authority 
weighed but little with them, in comparifon of 
what they imagined Reafon to dictate very clearly 
in this Matter.’ 

Some learned Writers, we are told, endeavour to 
argue, that if the J/rae/ites had not fallen into Idola- 
try by fetting up the Calf, God would not have given 
them the ritual or ceremonial Part of the Law. We 
have here what they fay in behalf of this Opinion, 
and we have alfo the Reafons for which Mr. Shuck- 
ford reyeéts ic. In the courfe of his Anfwer he is led 
to the Explication of a Text of avery odd Afpeét, 
the Meaning of which has been greatly miftaken, and 
been a Subject of Triumph to fome Infidels. It is 
Ezek. xx.25. Wherefore I gave them alfo Statutes that 
were not good, and fudgments whereby they fhould uot 
“ive. 
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live. Thefe Statutes and Judgments have been inter. 
preted by many to be the Mo/aic Precepts, and feye- 
ral have been at a lofs how to reconcile this Account 
of them withthe divine Perfections, with God’s Profef. 
fions of Kindnefs for the Fewi/h Nation, or with the 
pretended Excellency of that Intlitution. Our Au. 
thor has made a very careful Enquiry into this Mar. 
ter. He proves by many Confidcrations, that the 
Levitical Law cannot be that which 1s here Intended ; 
and then he examines what thefe Statutes and Judg- 
ments really were, and when and how God gave them 
to the //raclites. And in order to aRefolution of thefe 
Points he obferves, 1. ** That God does in no wife 
*¢ sive thefe Statutes and Judgments the Appellation 
“ by which he called the Appointments he had made 
“¢ and defigned for his People: of thefe he fays, I gave 
“ them my Statutes, and foewed them my Judgments ;* 
“ but of the Statutes not good, and Fudgments where- 
& Dy they fhould not live, he fays, [ gave them alfo Sta- 
“© tutes [not my Statutes] and Fudgments [not my 
“ Judgments] whereby they foould not live; fo that 
‘© thefe Statutes and Judgments were not God’s Sta 
“¢ tutes and Judgments, tho’ thcy are faid to have been 
“ given by him. But, 2. The 26th Verfe fuggetts, 
“* that in giving them thefe Statutes and Judgments, 
“© God polluted them in their Gifts, in that they caufed 
“° to pals thro’ the Fire all that openeth the Womb, that 
“ he might make them defolate: What the Prophet 
«© here means, is fully fuggefted by himfelf in another 
“ Place. Thou hat flain my Children, and delivered 
“ them, tocaufethem to pafs through the Fire for them: 
‘© The Faét was, they had taken their Sons and their 
“ Daughters, and facrificed them to the Idols of Ca- 
© xaan, and the Inftitutions that direé ted {uch Pers 
“© formances, thefe were the Statutes not good, thele 
“* were the Fudgments whereby they foould not live — 
“ And God may be faid to have given them thele 
¢ Statutes, either becaufe he eave them up to their own 
6 Fearts Lifts, to walk in their own —_ 0 
“© jearn 
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 Jearn thefe Practices from their heathen Neigh- 
“ bours; as he is faid to have hardned Pharaob’s 
“ Heart, when Phavaob really hardned his own Heart; 
sé} and in this Senle the Chaldee Parapbraf? took the 
“ Words now in queition; or more emphatically, 
“ God may be faid to have given them thele Sta~ 
“ tutes, becaule for their Punifhment he delivered 
them into the Hand of their Enemies, and im- 
“ powered thole who hated them to rule over them: 
“ Thole their Enemies might fet up their Abomina- 
“ tions among ft them, and make //rae/ to fin, as their 
“ own wicked Kings did afterwards in divers Reigns: 
“ and God may ina ttrong Senfe be faid to have gi- 
“ ven them thefe Statutes, by his giving their Ene- 
© mies Power to impole them upon them.” 

ur Author was willing to clear this Paffage as di- 
ftinctly as he was able, becaufe great Strefs has been 
laid upon it: Dr. Spencer, as he tells us, imagined it 
alone {ufficient to fupport his Hypothefis; but he can- 
not but think, if what he has offered be fairly confi- 
dered, no honeft Writer can ever cite it again for that 
Purpofe. However, that he may not leave the leatt 
room to doubr of his Explication, he has, finally, 
collected whatfoever he apprehends can be objeéted a- 
gainft it, and given it a fair and impartial Aniwer. 

In, purfuance of my declared Intention,* [ pafs over 
fuch Tranfactions of the J/raelites as are recounted in 
the remaining Part of this Book, as nothing is inclu- 
ded in the Relation of them that can be any Novelty 
to a Reader, who has the lIeaft Acquaintance with 
the facred Story. But when we come to the prophane 
Hiftory, there are fome fine Refearches into that of 
the Eeyptians, which will furnifh him with a deal of 
delightful Entertainment: I fhall hint the Particulars 
of them. 

Some Writers fuppofe that during the Sojourning 
of the J/raelites in the Wildernels, Sefofiris reigned in 
Egypt, and that he raifed a powerful Army, and con- 
quered a great Part of the then known World. They 
make him the Son of Pharaoh, who was drowned in 
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the Red-Sea. Archbifhop U/Ler and Bifhop Cumber- 
land were both of this Opinion. Our Author has 
given us the Amount of what the laft of thefe two 
excellent Chronologers has faid in Defence of it, and 
has diftinétly replied to every Branch of his Argu- 
ment: He then fays, © I much wonder fuch learned 
and judicious Writers, as the great Authors I have 
mentioned, could ever entertain fuch a Thought [as 
this that he has been refuting. | If Se/oftris had |i- 
ved in thefe Times, and commanded fuch victorious 
Armies, as he was faid to be Matter of, would not 
the Camp of the //raelites have fallen in his way? 
Or thould we nor have had mention made of him 
among the Hints we have in Scripture of the Ca- 
naanitifo Nations? He mutt have carried his Forces 
through thefe Countries; but they appear to have 
enjoyed an uninterrupted Peace, until Zofbua at- 
tacked them. But had the great Se/offris lived in 
theie Times, whence, or how fhould he have raifed 
his Armies? When Pharach purlued the J/raelites 
to the Red-Sea, he took his People with him, all 
his Horfes and Chariots, and all the Chariots of E- 
gypt, and his Horfemen, and his Army: He and all 
theie perithed in the Sea; the Kingdom had been 
juft before fpoiled of its Treafure, and every Fami- 
ly weakuned by the Lofs of the Firft-born; and can 
it appear probable, that in tuch a deplorable Crifis 
of Affairs, a King of this Country fhould attempt 
and purfue a Variety of Conquefts of foreign Na- 
tions? Leypt muft at this time have been reduced fo 
low, as that it might have been an eafy Prey to any 
Invafion. The //raelites many times thought fo, 
and were therefore frequently tempted to an Inclt- 
nation to return thither, when they met with dif 
couraging Difficulties in their Expectations of Ca- 
saan: when the Spies, that had been employed to 
fearch the Land, had intimidated the Congregation, 
by magnifying the Strength and Stature of the In- 
habitants, the Z/raelites were for making a Captain 
to lead them back to Egypt. They knew the Fruit 
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¢ fulnefs of this Country, were fenfible that it muft 
¢ be under a feeble Government; and tho’ they ima- 
ined themfelves not able to conquer the Canaani ites, 
who were in their full Strength, yet they were not 
afraid of an exhaufted Nation: and this indeed was 
a natural Way of thinking: But that Se/o/ris fhould 
be the Son of Pharaoh, who was drowned in the 
Red-Sea, and that in the Srate which his Father’s 
Misfortunes mutt have reduced Eeypt to, he fhould 
immediately find Strength tufficient to fubdue King- 
dom after Kingdom, ‘and to ereét himfelf a large 
Empire over many great and flourifhing Nations 3 
this muft be thought by any one that duly confiders 
things, to fecm at firft fight a moft romantic Ficti- 
on.” 
It being manifeftly implied in what Mr. Shackford 
has faid upon this Topic, that the Pharach who was 
drowned in the Red-Sea was not enn, it might 
be expected he thould pofitively determine who was; 
but this, as he remarks, is not eafy to do, fo as to 
leave no Doubt remaining about it: However, as 
great Pains have been taken by learned Writers in di- 
vers Ages, to fettle and deduce a rational and confift- 
ent Account of the k gypti n Antiquities, he —_ 
hends it may be acceptable to fuch of his Readers a 
want Opportunity of informing themfelves eaten 
once for all, to give them fome Idea of the Works or 
Remains which are moft commonly cited for thete 
ancient Facts, after which they may judge for them- 
elves, how far the particular Time of any Reign or 
Tranfaction that belongs to the Hittory of this Peo- 
ce can be fixed. Now the Authorities moft general- 
ly appealed to upon this Subjeé are, 1. The old Chro- 
fiaiins 2. The Tomes of Manetho. 3° The Ca- 
talogue of Evatofihenes. 4. Some Extracts from Ma- 
netho in Fofephus. 5. The Chronography of Africanus. 
6. The Chronicon of Eufebius. 7.7 ‘he Ci bronographia 
of Syncellus. And, 8. The ¢ Janon Chronicus of Sit 
John Marfham. Of all w hich he has given a critical 
Account: of the laft he expreffes an extraordinary 
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Efteem. ‘ If we take the Pains, he fays, thoroughly 

to examine it; if we take it in pieces into all its 
Parts, review the Materials of which it ts formed, 
confider how they lie in the Authors from whom 
they are taken, and what Manner of collecting and 
difpofing them is made ule of, we fhall find, that 
however infome lefler Points we may differ from the 
Writer ; yet no tolerable Scheme can be formed of the 
ancient “ig yptian Story, that is not in the main as 
grecing with him. He has led us to a clear and na 
tural Place for the Name of every Egyptian King, 
and Time of his Reign, who is mentioned by e:- 
ther Eratofthenes, Africanus {rom Manetho, Fofephus, 
or Syzcellus, that we can reafonably think had a re- 
al Place in the Egyptian Records.’ 

If, according to Sir Fobu Marfbam’s Computation, 
which Mr. Shackford approves of, the Paffors entred 
into, and reduced Egypt, about 4. M. 2420, and their 
firft King Sa/atis reigned 19 Years, their fecond King 
Beon reigned 44, and their third King Apophis 36 
Years and 7 Months, the End of Apophis’s Reign 
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falls 4. M. 2520; fo that he was the Pharaoh or King 
ef Lower Egypt, who purfued the //raelites, and pe- 
rifhed inthe Red-Sea. The Exit of the J/raelites out 
of Egypt, and their paffing over the Red-Sea, hap- 
pened, as he adds, 4. M. 27133 but the judicious 
Reader will not expe€t to be afcertained of our ha- 


ving all the numeral Characters in the Egyptian Reigns, 
fo truly calculated or conveyed down to us, that the 
Difference between 4. M. 2513 and 2520, of 6 or7 
Years, can want to be accounted for. 

The third Book of this Volume, or the twelfth of 
the entire Work, relates the Affairs of the //raelites 
from their coming into the Defarts of Sin, A. M. 
2573, to the Death of Fofbuc, 2578. The firft Io- 
cident after their Entrance, which affords our Author 
any room todilplay his great Erudition, is that of theit 
being flung with fiery Serpents: every body knows 
the Method of their Recovery, viz. by gazing upon’ 
brazen Serpent, which Mo/es was ordered to fet up ; 
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the Defart for that Purpofe. Sir John Marfham has 
peen looked upon as not very orthodox in regard to 
this matter: by what he fays of it in his Canon, as 
Mr. Shuckford tells us, he would intimate, * that the 
‘Cure of the Z/raelites ere, that were bitten, was 
¢ not miraculous; but that the brazen Serpent was a> 
¢ Charm for the Calamity, or an Amulet for the Di- 

¢ ftemper.’ Notwithftanding his Intimations, our 
Author is pofitive this was not his real Opinion, and 
that no one acquainted with his Way of thinking can 
imagine he believed it. He dare lay, that Writer 
‘ thought a Charm for the biting of a Serpent as ri- 
‘diculous on the one hand, as the Fancy of fome 
‘learned Commentators on the other, who, in order 
‘to make the Miracle appear the greater, contend 
¢ that Brafs is of a virulent Nature, and that che look- 
‘ing upon a Serpent made of that Metal, would, by 
‘way of Sympathy, add Rancor to the Wounds, in- 
‘ ftead of curing them.” Mr. Shuckford accounts for 
Sir Fobn’s {peaking of this Subject in a Way not a- 
preeable to his Sentiments; which appear to him to 
have been truly, * That the Bitings of the Serpents 
‘which the //raelites were infefted with, were not 
‘mortal; that Mo/es fet up the brazen Serpent to a- 
‘ mufe the People, that thofe who were bitten might 
‘make themfelves eafy by looking at it, in hopes ofa 
‘Cure, until the Poifon {pent ittelf, and the Inflam- 
‘mation ceafed; that when they grew well, Ado/es 
‘might teach them to afcribe their Cure to a fecret 
‘ Efficacy of the brazen Serpent, in order to raife and 
‘{fupport his Credit amongft them.’ This, our Aus 
thor{ays, muft be Sir ¥ohn’s Notion in its full Strength 
and Latitude; and he has drawn up a very elaborate 
Confutation of it, under four feveral Heads: J fhall 
here mention them, omitting all he fays to illuftrate 
and confirm them. 

I. He owns there were indeed Serpents of divers 
Sorts in many Parts of the World, and fome not fo 
Yehomous but that their Bite was curable, fo in- 
Nocent, that a little Time and Patience, without much 
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Help of Medicine, might heal the Wounds received 
from them. But tho’ this be allowed, he would haye 
us oblerve, 

IL. That as Mo/es reprefents the Serpents which bit 
the J/raclites, to have caufed a great Mortality; { 
the heathen Writers concur in tettifying, that the De- 
farts wherein the J/rae/ites fojourned, produced Ser. 
pents of fo venomous a Kind, that their biting was 
deadly, beyond the Power of any Art then known to 
cure it. Burt, 

ill. He makes a ftrict Enquiry into the Charms the 
Heathens pretended to have to cure the Bitings of 
Serpents; and he finds all the Accounts we have 
of their Cures for that Malady, carry, if duly conf. 
dered, the Appearance of as much medicinal Art as 
thofe Ages were acquainted with, and they have no 
further Shew of Magic and Incantation, than what 
the Philofophy of thoie Times, and the Religion built 
upon fuch Philofophy, taught the Learned to think 
neceffary to give Medicine its due and natural Effet 
upon the human Body: and whoever will judicioufly 
confider the whole of what the prophane Writers of 
fer upon this Topic, may abundantly fee, that none 
of the heathen Magicians would have admitted, that 
a brazen Serpent fet up, as AZo/es fet up that in the 
Wildernefs, could poflibly have any Effect towards 
curing the People. 

IV. He confiders whether the Texts of Scripture, 
cited by Sir ‘fob2 Marfham to countenance his Opinion, 
do indeed fupport the Point for which he quotes them. 
OF the three Sir Zohn appeals to, Mr. Shuckford molt 
learnedly proves, that two of them,* if fairly exam 
ned, are very foreign to his purpofe; and that the 
third, > if duly attended to, is fo far from afcribing 
any true Efficacy to Charms and Enchantments, that 
it {trongly intimates them to be a Doétrine of Vamie 
ies. From what he has faid, he hopes it muft be 
evident, that there are no Foundations for Sir Fobn's 
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Suggeftions concerning the brazen Serpent; but that 
every fober Queri/t mutt fee Reafon to confider both 
the Calamity that was inflicted upon the Z/raelites, 
and the miraculous Cure of it, in the Light, in which 
the Author of the Book of Wifdom long ago fet it.* 

To pafs over thofe that are only the ordinary Inci- 
dents of this Narrative, I proceed immediately to 
the next miraculous Difpenfation, which exercifes 
our Author’s Judgment and Skill in Criticifm, it is 
that in which Balaam and his Afs were concerned. 
The Story is -very beautifully related here; and 
when Mr. Shuckford comes to that Part of it, in which 
we are told of God’s Anger being kindled againft Ba- 
laam, he remarks, that the Commentators do not 
clearly determine what the Prophet’s Fault was, 
whereby he incenfed the Almighty; and our modern 
Deifts, with great Aflurance, ridicule the wholea ffair as 
an Abfurdity : They animadverr, that his going upon Ba- 
lak’s fecond Meffage, was by God’s exprefs Command, 
and yet that the Text fays, God’s Anger was kindled, 
becaufe he went. But in Anfwer to this he fays, That 
our Tranflators do indeed thus render the Text: but 
the Hebrew Words are clear of this Abfurdity. The 
Hebrew Text is, And the Anger of the Lord was kindled, 
not, becaufe he went, but, becaufe he went of himfelf, 
i.e. without ftaying for Balak’s Meflengers to come 
in the Morning to call him: and God had given 
him no Leave to go at all, unlefs they did fo. {| The 
great Reward propofed by Balak had made fuch an 
Impreffion upon him, that he grew too fond of the 
Journey, to run the Hazard of not being farther in- 
vited into it; and fo he rofe early in the Morning, 
and went (direétly contrary to God’s exprefs Order) 
to the Ambaffadors, inftead of expecting their com- 

S , 


ing 
* Wifdom xvi. 6, 7. 

There is nothing in the Text, as it is rendered in our Verfi- 
on, to warrant this Notion of Ba/aam’s going to the Princes of 
Moab uncall’d for: it is only indireétly to be inferr’d from the firft 
Claufe of the 22d Verfe, as Mr. Shuckford has tranflated it: 4e 
Went of himfelf. 
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ing to him: This was his Crime, and for this Breach 
of Duty he was oppofed by the Angel. What fol- 
lows in Mo/es’s Narration has, as Mr. Shuckford fays, 
appeared to many Writers a great Difficulty. Philo, 
as he goes on, feems not to have thought, that Ba- 
laam’s Afs did really {peak to him; for he givesalarge 
Account of all Balaam’s Proceedings, but js abfolute- 
ly filent as to this Particular. The Fewifh Rabbins te- 
prefent Balaam to have heard and an{wered to what 
the Afs is related to have faid to him, in a Trance or 
Vifion; and our modern Rafionalifts, as he adds, are 
very free in their Remarks upon the Faé& as related by 
Mo/es. I will here mention the Heads of what he 
advances for the fettling of this Matter: 1. St. Peter, 
an infpired Writer affures us, in the New Teftament, 
that the Fact was as Mo/es relates it, that the dumb 
As [peaking with Man’s Voice, forbad the Madnefs of 
the Prophet. 2. It was a Faé& no way impofiible: 
Here Mr. Shuckford {ets down, and replies to all that 
he can fuppofe the Deifts will urge to make it appear 
fo. They may plead that to render it feafible, the 
Beaft muit have been endued with, not only a Power 
of Speech, but a new Capacity, vaftly fuperior to the 
brute Faculties. How elfe could fhe know an Angel, 
or argue fo juftly as fhe is faid to do? But to enervate 
thefe Cavils he obferves, that Mo/es does not fay, the 
Afs knew an Angel: fhe beheld fomething oppofing 
her, and the Confequence that followed thereupon by 
no means implied her forming, or needing to form a 
true and proper Idea of it. As for her Reafoning; 
God undoubtedly could inftantly capacitate her for 
that, or for much greater things. But even this, as 
he fays, does not feem to have been done. An human 
Voice came out of the Mouth of the Afs; but he ap- 
prehends, that what the Voice uttered did not pro- 
ceed from her Sentiments; rather it was what God 
would have to be attered to rebuke the Prophet: 
The Tongue of the Afs was miraculoufly moved, and 
it fpake what it was moved to utter, without under- 
ftanding in the leaft what fhe pronounced. This he 
apprehends 
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apprehends was the Cafe, and herein there is a real 
Miracle, but no Appearance of the Abfurdity that is 
pretended. 3. In Oppofition to fuch as infift upon 
the Miracle of the Als’s {peaking being fuperfluous 
and unneceflary, he very copioufly defcants upon its” 
Pertinency and Suitablenefs to the Ends which God 
intended to promote by it: ‘God did not defign to 
¢ permit a War between the L[raelites and Moabites at 
this Time ;———and he would not fuffer Balaam to 
curfe the //raelites, becaufe the Moabites would have 
paid fo great a Regard to what he had promiled, 
that they would thereupon have attacked them.— 
God could indeed, if he had pleafed, have over-ru- 
led Balaam’s Heart, and difpofed him for his Duty, 
without the Appearance of any Miracle; but 
he dealt with him as with a Free-Agent: He did 
not take away his Liberty, but fet before him very 
confiderable Motives | toinduce him to makearight 
and virtuous Ufe of it. God had gracious Views 
likewife withregard to Balaam himlelf, though the 
Corruption of his Heart was very great: when he 
was firft fent for by Balzk, and enquired whether he 
fhould go, God did not direct him into a Tempta- 
tion too hard for him: upon the fecond Enquiry, a 
Way was ftill made for him to efcape: But he 
would go, and he went with a corrupt Heart, noc 
likely to be duly mindful of the Charge which God 
had given him; but liable to be tempted to gratify 
the King, in order to obtain the Advancement that 
was offered him: and here God was pleafed to cor- 
rect his Intention by two Miracles; by the Af be- 
ing made to fpeak, he had a convincing Demon- 
ftration, how vain any Endeavour of his would be, 
to fpeak otherwife than God fhould order him; 
* fince God could certainly as well over-rule his 
S 2 ‘ Tongue 











a fe lCOrnmlClCcOMrMOClCOMRnOClCOA RAR —aH—a—H—c—c————i———e—— 


+ There is not a Syllable of thefe Motives in the Story as it is 
told by Mo/es, in our Tranflation; and I fuppofe if that had been 
defective in this Refpect, Mr. Shuckford would have given us no- 
tice thereof, and corrected it, 
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¢ Tongue as the Beaft’s; and by the other, he threat- 
‘ ned him not to attempt it upon Pain of Death’— 
It has been pretended by fome, that God did a€ually 
thus influence Balaam’s Tongue when he deliver’d to 
Balak his Prophecy: but our Author fees no need of 
this Notion; he thinks the Miracles fo affected him, 
without derogating from his Freedom, that there was 
no need of laying any other than this moral Conftraint, 
to prevent his taying any thing to the King than jutt 
what was dictated to him by the Almighty. Burt, as 
he goes on, 4. Tho’ the Miracle of the Als’s {peak- 
ing was not fuperfluous and infignificant to Balaam; 
yet if it had not been a real Fact, Mo/es could have 
no Inducement to affert it: becaufe, as Mr. Shuck- 
ford in three or four Lines proves, relating it was 
wholly fuperfluous, and there was no Scheme ot 
End to be ferv’d by it. 

Thete Particulars are followed by a brief Account 
of Balaam’s Country and Circumftances, of which 
fome Mention was afore made at the Entrance of this 
Subject. Mr. Shuckford then examines, whether he 
were indeed a Prophet, and a Worfhipper of the true 
God; fome imagining him to have been a mere Ma- 
eician and Inchantcr. He obviates the Reafons that 
are offered for this Opinion, and eftablifhes his own 
which is oppofite to ir.. He then confiders his Beha- 
viour when he was with Ba/ak, and afterwards with 
the Midianites whom he went to, when that King 
contemptuoufly difmiffed him; and ends what he fays 
concerning him, with fome Refleétions upon his Con- 
duét and Cataftrophe. 

Whilft the Z/raelites were at Shittim, the Moabites 
became mighty familiar with them; the Iffue was 
that the Hebrew Men fell in Love with their young 
Ladies, and for the fake of them even practifed their 
Idolatries: this fo provoked the Lord, that he com- 
manded the Judges to condemn to Death thofe who 
had committed this Wickednefs; and befides, as a fat- 
ther Proof of his Difpleafure, he vifited the Camp 
with a Peftilence. While the People were labouring 
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under this dreadful Calamity, one Zimri brought into 
his Tent the Daughter of a Prince of Midian, in the 
Sight of all the Congregation; this Infolence fo fired 
the Zeal of Phinehas, Aaron’s Grandfon, that he went 
in after them, and with his Javelin flew them both. 
Several Doubts, our Author fays, may be raifed about 
this Proceeding of Phinehas: He has taken them all 
into Confideration, and has juftified the A&ion upon 
fuch Grounds as leave no manner of room for the per- 
nicious Inferences that Bigots and Enthufiafts are but 
too apt to draw from it. 

God teftified his Approbation of it, by promifing 
the Actor no lefs glorious a Reward than that of an 
everlafting Priefthood; Numb. xxv. 12, 13. Mr. 
Sbuckford cenfures our Englif) Tranflation of both 
thele Verfes, and has given us a better in the ttead of 
it. He likewife clears up a confiderable Difhiculty, 
(that has embaraffed the whole Herd of Commenta- 
tors) with refpeé to the perpetual Priefthood thatthey 
{eem to contain a Grant of. 

There are but a very few Tranfaétions that inter- 
vene between this Affair of Phinebas, and the Death 
of Mofes: Thofe are his numbering of the People; * 
fettling the Fortunes of the Daughters of Zelophebad;° 
the fubduing of the Midiauites, which was done at 
once, and without the Lofs of a fingle Man on ‘ihe 
Ifraclites Side; ° his allotting the Tribes of Reuben and 
Gad their Portion; and lattly, his forming a Scheme 
for dividing the Land of Cazzaz when it fhould be 
conquered, and enacting fome Laws relating to the 
Affignment of the Levites,4 to the Cities of Refuge, ¢ 
and the Inheriting of Females.‘ 

After fo large an Account as he has given of the 
important Life and Adminiftration of this illuftrious 
Captain and Lawgiver, the Reader, Mr. Shuckford 
fays, mutt greatly anticipate him in what he might at- 
tempt to offer upon his Conduét and Character: How- 
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ever, he exhibits him under a very graceful and ma- 
jettick Portrait. He enters into all the remarkable 
Particulars of his Behaviour, examines his Views and 
Intentions, and draws up a noble Reprefentation of 
that Wifdom, that difintercfted Integrity, that Hu- 
mility, that Patience, that Candor and Meeknels, 
whereby he adorned the fublime Station to which he 
was exalted by Providence. He points out a Variety 
of Inftances, which to a thinking Perfon muft abun- 
dantly prove, that in all the Steps of his Government 
he was direéted by an immediate Revelation; and he 
replies to all the Suggeftions that may arife in favour 
ot the contrary Suppofition. 

And whereas our modern Deifts are indeed ready, 
as he fays, to allow him the Reputation of a great 
and wife Man; to fuppofe him far fuperior in all Points 
of Science to any of, or to all the People under his 
Direétion; to have given them Laws, and to have 
formed their Commonwealth with great Art and Ad- 
drefs; but to have had no more divine Affiftance to- 
wards it, than Minos, Numa, Lycurgus, or other fa- 
mous Legiflators of the heathen World; who all 
made the fame Pretenfions as he did to Revelation, 
and Authority from God; and who ufed the fame Arts 
as he did to impofe on the Credulity of the Vulgar, 
and engage their Veneration and Dependance: he 
would have them confider, 

I. That if Mo/fes has recorded nothing but what 
was real Fact, it muft be undeniably evident, that the 
Hand of God was moft miraculoufly employed in 
leading the J/raelites out of Egypt, in giving their 
Law, in conduéting them thro’ the Wildernefs, and 
in bringing them into Cazaan. And we who read of 
thefe things, cannot but conclude from them, that 
the Power of God did indeed miraculoufly intereft it 
{-lf in the appointing the Law and Polity of this Peo- 
ple, and in conducting them to their Settlement in 
the promifed Land. 

Hi. That the Facts recorded by Mo/es were really 
done, as he relates them, mutt be allowed by any a 
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who reflects, that Mo/es wrote his Books in the very 
Age in which the things he records were done, to be. 
read by the very Perfons, who had feen and known 
the Faéts to be true, which are recorded by him; 
that they might teftify, and tranfmit their Senfe of 
the Truth of them to their Pofterity. And this, as 
he adds, is a material Circumftance, in which the Re- 
ports we have of the heathen Miracles are greatly de- 
ficient. 

III. If we confider the Nature and Manner of the 
Miracles that bear Teftimony to Mo/es’s Adminiftra- 
tion, it is impoffible to conceive the //raelites deceiv’d 
in them: they could never have been led on, for {o 
long a time, in an imaginary Belief of {uch things as 
Mo/es had recorded, if either the things were not 
done, or not done as he has related them. If Mo- 
fes had only told his //raelites, that their God had ap- 
peared to him in private, and given him the Laws 
which he recommended to them: or if he had only 
related to them a confufed Account of fome Signs and 
Prodigies known only to himfelf, and believed by them 
upon his reporting them, Mo/es and the heathen Le- 
giflators might indeed be compared to one another; 
but the Circumftances of Mo/es’s Adminiftration are 
of another Sort: and as they are fo, to fay, that Mo- 
fes could make a Camp of above 600000 grown up 
Men, befides the Women and Children, believe they 
heard the Voice of God out of the midtt of the Fire, 
if they did not hear it; that he could, Day after Day, 
and Week after Week, for about forty Years toge- 
ther, make them alli believe, that he gave them Bread 
from Heaven, calling the Heads of their Families eve- 
ty Day to fuch a particular Method of gathering it, 
as muit make them all intimately acquainted with all 
the Circumftances of ir, if all the Time he did noc 
really give them Bread from Heaven, but only pre- 
tended it: to fay, that he could in like manner, not 
once or twice upon an Accident, but for the long - 
Space of Time above-mentioned, for near forty Years 
together, upon every Movement of the Camp, make 
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the whole People believe they {aw a miraculous Pillar 
of Light directing their Marches, or abiding in a 
Cloud of Glory upon their Tabernacle, when the 
were not to journeys if all the while no fuch thing 
was real, and Mo/es had only made fome artificial Bea- 
con, of which the //raelites did not know the Con- 
trivance and Compofition: to fay thefe, and other 
things of alike nature, in order to infinuate the Mi- 
racles that attended the J/raelites in the Wildernefs, to 
be like the heathen Wonders, pretended only, but not 
real, mutt be to fay the moft incredible things in the 
World. 

IV. If we look into the Conduct of the J/raelites, 
where do we find them difpofed to an implicit Belief 
of Mofes? Did they not rather cxamine every thing 
he offered in the ftricteft manner, and endeavour in- 
defatigably to oppofe him in every Part of his Admi- 
niftration? They were but three Days over the Red- 
Sea, before they murmured againft him at Marab; 
and tho’ they were here miraculoufly relieved by him, 
yet at “lime they appear to have had but little Expe- 
€tation, that he could lead them any farther: When 
the Manna was given, and the particular Injunctions 
communicated for the Method of gathering it, what 
Difpofition do we find in the People either to believe 
what Mo/es had told them, or to obey what he had 
directed. 

V. If it fhould be remarked, that Mo/es did not fi- 
nifh the writing of his Books, until the Generation, 
whofe Tranfaétions they recorded, were all] in their 
Graves; that perhaps the Children of thefe Men, be- 
ing upon the Borders of the Land of Promife, when 
he delivered to them his Books, and warm with Hopes 
of feeing at laft an End of all their Labours, might 
for Peace fake even confent to let him give what Ac- 
count he would of what was paft, tho’ they might 
know it to be in feveral refpeéts fidtitious; he an- 
{wers: if this were true, fhould we have found the 
Lfraclites, when Mofes was dead and gone, fo fond 4s 
they really were of paying, and obliging their Pofte- 
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rity ever to pay a moft facred Regard to all that-he 
had left in writing ?>-———They fully ratified all he had 
done, paid the utmoft Deference to any private Claims 
founded upon any thing that he had faid, they made 
al] their Settlements according to what he had pre- 
(cribed, and obferved of ali their Acquirements, that 
they had fucceeded in them according to all that he 
had related; and they warned all their Children, that 
if they departed from doing a// that was written in the 
Book of bis Law, they would furely fall under the di- 
vine Difpleafure. ——Buat it may be obferved further, 
that Mo/es mutt have wrote with a {trict Regard to 
Truth indeed, when we do not find in him a Partialt- 
ty even to his own Character. Tho’ thofe who came 
after him highly extolled him; tho’ certainly if any 
Man ever had wherecf to glory, in the many Reve- 
lations made to him, and the mighty Works that had 
been done by him; and, above all, in the high Com- 
mendation God himfelf vouchfafed to give of him; 
yet from a moft facred Regard to Truth, he was atter 
all content to lay himfelf down numbered with the 
Tranfereffors, and records his own Failings and Offen- 
ces againft God, as impartially as tho’ he had not the 
leaft Concern in the Subject. ———-if he had not had 
the DireCtion of an immediate Revelation, it is hard- 
ly to be thought he would have lett the //raelites any 
Body of written Laws; at leaft he would never have 
thought of tying them and their Pofterity in all Ages, 
whatever Changes and Chances might happen to their 
Affairs, to fo ftri€&t an Obfervance of fo various and 
extenfive a Body of them as he did, without leaving 
— at any time a Power to add to, or diminifh from 
them. 

Laftly, There are fome Particulars enjoined in the 
Law of Mo/es, which it is evident he knew might be 
fatal to the Welfare of his People, if God did not by 
a {pecial Providence prevent the natural Effects of 
them: fuch was the Law for all their Males to appear 
three times a Year before the Lord; and the Com- 
mand not to cultivate their Lands every feventh Year, 
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€?c. Great mult be the Dangers attending the Ob. 
fervance of fuch Injunctions, and great muft a Nati. 
on’s Fears be as to their Confequences: but againg 
thefe Mo/es had to oppofe fufficient Affurances of di- 
vine Proteétion; and indeed nothing lefs than a full 
Conviction of that could have obviated them, or en- 
gaged the Compliance of the //raelites. 

Thefe arc only the Heads upon which Mr. Shuck. 
ford very learnedly defcants, in order to affert the Di- 
vinity of Mofes’s Legiflation againft the groundlefs 
Cavils of carping Infidels. Ina Variety of Inftances 
he compares this great Perfonage with thofe whom 
the Deitts affect to rank or fet in Competition with 
him; and fhews, that he acted upon quite other 
Principles than they did, and with Views altogether 
different from thole whereby they were influenced; 
and ina word, that all his Proceedings befpeak the 
Authority and Affiftance of Heaven, and will appear 
to do fo after the ftricteft Scrutiny; which Unbe- 
lievers will not pretend to fay of any of thofe Pagan 
Lawgivers, with whom they are fo forward to place 
him upon a Level. 

~Some Writers inform us that Mo/es was the firtt 
that ever gave written Laws toa People; and Mr. 
Shuckford does not, he fays, find any thing valid to 
contradict this Opinion; tho’ the Abetters of it, as 
he plaialy evinces, have made Miftakes in their At- 
tempts to fupport it: the rectifying Cyril and Fuftin 
Martyr in this Point introduces feveral very curious 
Strokes of Criticifm. 

We are now come to the Adminiftration of Fofbus, 
on whom the Command of the //raelites devolved up- 
on the Death of Mo/es: and that Part of the facred 
Story which fills up the remaining Pages of this Vo- 
lume, contains an Account of the feveral Steps he 
took, in purfuance of the divine Order, for putting 
them in Poffeffion of the Land of Canaan. One ot 
the firft was the fending of the Spies to Fericho. We 
know how Rabad the Harlot entertained them there, 
and what a formal Lye fhe told the King’s Officers t0 
conceal 
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conceal them : it feems thofe Gentlemen were mighty 
ealy and credulous, and had not learne the Praétice of 
farching. Houfes after the Manner of our modern 
Sate Meffengers, or the Spies whom that Lady had 
hid ina Cockloft had not fo happily efcap’d them. 
Rabab’s Conduct in this Affair has been much cenfu- 
ed. She has been accufed of Difloyalty to her Prince, 
nd Treachery to her Country: Our Author has made 
admirable Apology for her, in regard to this 
Charge; but as for the Untruth fhe ftands guilty of, 
he has chofe to fay nothing about it. In what fhe 
did, he thinks, fhe undoubtedly acted in Obedience 
to fome Revelation of God’s Purpofe and Will that 
was vouchfafed her. We have next the Hiftory of 
the pafling of the J/raelites through the River Yordan, 
and fome Reflections on the miraculous Divifion of 
is Waters. 

Upon their Encarspment at Gi/ga/, immediately 
after this wonderful Tranfit, Jo/bua received Dire&ti- 
ons for reviving the Rite of Circumcition; for the 
raclites had circumcifed none of their Children that 
were born fince their Departure from Egypt. What 
occafioned this Neglect is not faid expreisly, but Mr, 
Shuckford {ays it is ealy to guets it: the Sum of his 
Conjecture is, that it proceeded from their extraordi- 
nary Dread of the divine Inftitutions; and Care, not 
only to do every thing that God commanded them, 
but likewife to perform it exaétly in the Manner pre- 
| feribed; and therefore, tho’ God had ordered /4bra- 
bam to circumcife himfelf and Children, and to en-« 
join his Pofterity to ufe this Rite; yet whenGod was 
giving the //raelites a new Law, in the Way he now 
did by the Hand of Mo/es, our Author imagines they 
could not take any Rice, how ancient or ufual foever, 
Part of it, unlefs God himfelf gave them a Com- 
mand for ir: God indeed had given them a Command 
t Circumifion: * we find it among the Laws given 
ater the Death of Nadab and Abibu, who were kil- 
ed by Fire from the Lord, for offering Incenfe in a 

Manner 
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Manner which he commanded them not; an Incident 
that could not but admonifh the whole Camp to be 
careful to obey God’s Voice indeed, and not to mingle 
their own Fancies in the Peformance of any of his 
Inftitutions. Now as the Law for Circumcifion 
required the Males to be circumcifed at eight Days 
old,and was not given unul within the 2d Year of the 
Exit, when there mut have been in the Camp great 
Numbers of Children uncircumcifed, who were paft 
the Age at which this Rite was appointed to be per- 
formed, there could not but arife a Doubt, when or 
how thefe were to be put azder the Law, and the J/- 
yaelites not receiving Directions from God how to 
procecd herein was, as he fuppofes, the Reafon that 
they ftood {till in this Matter. This is Mr. Shack. 
fora’s Senfe of the Bufinefs. The Critics and Anno- 
tators, he fays, abound in affigning Reafons for the 
Oimiflion of Circumeifion in which the //raelites had 
hitherto lived, but he thinks they have not been fo 
happy as to hit upon the true one. 

When the People were all circumcifed, God faid 
to Johua, This Day have I rolled away the Reproath 
of Egypt from off you. Some Infidel Writers have 
fancied thefe Words to imply, that the Egyptians 
thought Uncircumcifion a Reproach; from whence 
they infer, that Circumcifion was originally an £gyp- 
zian Rite, and that the J/raelites learned from them 
the Ufe of it. But in Oppofition to thefe Mr. Shuck 
ford here obferves, that the true Meaning of the Re- 
proach of Egypt is, not what the Egyptians might 
think a Reproach to others, but what other Nations 
efteemed a Blemifh and Defe& in them: Not the £- 
cyptians therefore at this Time, but the J/raelites 
thonght Uncircumcifion a difreputable Thing, and 
accounted all Nations prophane, who did not ufe this 
Inftitution; and the Egyptians now not obferving tt 
this, in the Efteem of the J/raelites, was theit Re 
proach. 

Our Author has made fome other curious Difcove 
ries upon this Head, which, for Brevity fake, | _ 
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tho’ unwillingly, pafs overs; as well as his judicious 
Remarks and Reflections on feveral Particulars rela- 


- tedin the Sequel of Fo/bua’s Hiltory, wherein there 


was a miraculous Difplay of the divine Power: Thus, © 
to mention only the chief of them, he has made a ve- 
yy nice Enquiry, Whether the J//raelites were abfo- 
lutely commanded utterly to deftroy all the Inhabi- 
ants of the feven Nations of Canaan? Whether they 
could upon no Terms enter into a League with any of 
them? Whether what the J/raelites granted to the 
Gibeonites upon their Embafly, was contrary to what 
God had commanded? and, How they at laft acquit- 
ted themfelves of the League they had made with 
them? He then largely infifts upon the two great Mi- 
racles recorded in the Narrative of Fo/hua’s Battel with 
the five Kings of the Canaanites; accounts for the 
latter’s being exprefled in Terms no way conformable 
tothe true Syftem of the Univerfe; and mott acute- 
ly anfwers the Objections to the Truth of the Fa@, 
(which muft neceffarily have engaged the Attention 
of the whole World ) from the Silence of the anci- 
ent Aftronomers. Laftly, He difcuffes a Queftion 
which has been hitherto difputed amongft the Litcra- 
ti, viz. Whether Jofbua was himfelf the Author of 
the Book which is called by his Name? 





ARTICLE SY. 


Dr. Pemberton’s Anfwer to the two Queftions 
put by Philalethes Cantabrigienfis 72 the Hifto- 


ty of the Works of the Learned jor the laft 
Month, 


O the firft queftion T anfwer, that I omitted * 
the words, as it ought to be by the fourth fup- 
Potion (meaning the fourth fuppofition in his inter- 
pretation 
Tt Jofhua x. rz, 12, 13. 


* Works of the Learned Aug. 1737. p. 126. 1. 16 
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pretation of Sir J/aac Newton’s Lemma’) becaufe they 
are no part of the propofition,® I cenfured, bur are 
only his application of that propofition to the point 
there difcufled. | 


The fecond queftion relates to the admonition ¢] 
gave Philalethes to farther his difcovering the mean 
ing of Sir Jfaac Newton's Lemma. My genenl 
purport is very vifible, that he fhould confider, why 
he tranflated guovis and quavis differently. But in re 
gard to the particulars of this queftion I anfwer, that 
1 looked upon the word /ome as being properly his 
tranflation of guovis, and the other words as fubjoin- 
cd by way of interpretation.© And it is by this inter. 
pretation, that I know the more certainly, how 
widely he miftakes the fenfe of the expreflion tem. 
pore quovis finito. 


b Republick of Letters Nov. 1735. p. 371. 1. 31. 
© Ibid. p. 375. |. 20. 

“ Works of the Learned Aug. 1737. p. 127. 1. 10, 
e Rep. of Lett. Nov. 1735. p. 371. 1. 24. 





ARTICLE XXVI. 


An Effay concerning rational Notions. To which 
7s added the Proof of a God. By Charles 
Mayne, E/q; London: Printed for Mef. 
Innys and Manby, at the Weft-End of St. 


Paul’s. 1737. Octavo. Pag. 204, befides the 
Preface, &c. 
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H E former of thefe Pieces is divided into 
thirteen Chapters: In the firft our Author de-. 
fnes a Rational Notion to be, the Difcernment, Con- 
ception, or Apprehenfion of what is either agreeable 
or repugnant to Reafon, in any Cafe or Inftance what- 
fever. He then, in order to prevent Miftakes about 
this Sort of Notions, or the confounding of others 
with them, diftinguifhes Notions into two Sorts; 
thofe which every one acquires in the earlieft Ufe of 
his Underftanding, fuch as Beiug, Exiffence, Unity, 
Number, Samene{s, Diverfity, Whole, Part, and the 
like common and ordinary Apprehenfions of things; 
and, fecondly, thofe which require Refleciion, or Con- 
fideration of the things they concern; as Regui/itene/s 
of one thing to the Being of another; Perfeétion of 
any Kind; Zruth, or that which, fo foon as under- 
ftood, auchorizes and commands our Affent to it, €?c. 
It is the laft Sort only that are to be accounted Ra- 
tional. Rational or Reflex Notions therefore are, 
as he fays, * the Mind’s fecond or After-Thoughts, 
‘whereby it acquires a more perfect and mature 
‘Knowledge of ‘Things, and a deeper Infight into 
‘their Natures, than by thofe Notions which occur 
‘ to it immediately upon its firft obferving and taking 
‘notice of Objects: and it is by them only, that the 
* Mind ever does or can attain that Sort of Know- 
‘ledge which is truly fatisfactory to it, or wherein 
* the thorough Difcernment and right Apprehenfion 
‘ or underftanding of a thing doth confift: and they 
* are withal fo very comprehenfive, as to be applica- 
‘ble to every thing; or there is no Object wharever 
‘of Thought, but affords Matter and Occafion for 
‘ the continual Exercife and Employment of fome or 
‘ other of them.’ 
As to the Number of thefe Notions, there mutt, 
t. Mayne fays, be fo many of them, as there are 
Sorts of Agreement and Dilagreement of things to 
Reafon, Such of them as are of the moft general 
Ufe and Concernment are, as he conceives, Requifite- 


ne[Sy 








288 The Works of the Learned Art. 26, 


ne/s, Propernefs, Fitne/s, Duene/s and Suitablenefs. On 
the Explication of each of thefe he beftows a Chap. 
ter; and the Way he takes to explain them is chiefly 
by Examples, or by exhibiting the moft material and 
important Cafes wherein they may be applied. From 
all which fufficiently appears, their great Ufefulnefs 
as well as Extent; and the Neceffity there is of em- 
ploying them in all our Confiderations. When he 
has given us exact Ideas of all thefe, he proceeds to 
fome others, that are not, as he imagines, quite fo 
eafy or obvious to common Apprehenfion, as the for- 
mer; nor perhaps fo very clear and perfpicuous in 
themielves, but that there may be room for different 
Thoughts and Opinions concerning them: Thefe are 
Rettitude, Pulchritude, Goodnefs, Truth, and Jmplica- 
tion. ‘The three firft denote the feveral Sorts of Per- 
fections, or Virtues and Excellencies of things, that are 
properly cognizable by Reafon; and therefore may 
htly enough fucceed thofe already fer forth, which 
concern their Bezngs and Natures regarded in general. 
But to convey to the Reader a more diftiné Notion 
of our Author’s Differrations upon thefe Subjeés, I 
will here fubjoin a brief Sketch of two or three of 
them: Thus, of Requi/itene/s he fays, 7 
© When a thing does not fubfift of itfelf, our Rea- 
© fon tells us that it requires fomething elfe to enable 
it to exift, and have that Sort of Being and Nature 
which it hath: which is as much as to fay, there is 
fome other thing requifite to its Being and Exift- 
ence. For Inftance: The fenfible Qualities of Bo- 
dies, and the Faculties of the Soul, not having 4 
Power of their own of exifting and being what 
they are, fomething elfe is requifite to their Being 
and Exiftence. And from this Confideration did 
probably arife the Idea of Subftance, i. e. that which 
fubfifts by itfelf, it being plainly impoffible that any 
thing which does not fo, fhould any otherwife ¢x- 
ift, or be that which it is, than by means of fome- 
thing which does. Subffance therefore is the gen¢- 
ral Requifite of all other things, —— And wy 
thing 
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¢ thing can act without a Power or Ability of doing 
¢ fo, Power therefore is requifite to Aétion: fo is Cau/e 
‘to Effeét,——and Means to an End, and Lnfiruments 
‘to Operations. Qualification, as being a Kind of 
‘ Power, is requifite in teveral Cafes; as Skill in the 
‘Law is a requifite Qualification in a Judge, and 
‘ Courage in a Soldier. Alfo whatever con/titutes, 
‘or ferves to conftitute the Being of a thing, is re- 
‘quifite to it: fo the aximal Nature and Rea/on, are 
‘both of them requifite to the Being of a Man, be- 
‘ caufe it is conftituted by them.——And that is re- 
‘ quifice, without which a thing cannot continue in 
‘its Being; as Food and Air to the Life of an Ani- 
‘mal. Or which preferves it in its due and natural 
‘ State, as both Exercife and Reft with refpeét to the 
‘ Body’s Health, €#c.’ I need not purfue our Author 
thro’ any more of his Inftances upon this Head; but 
proceed, as a farther Specimen, to an Extract from 

what he fays under that of Fitne/s. 
* As whatever produces any Change or Alteration 
‘in another thing, muft have a Power peculiarly 
‘ qualified for that purpofe; fo that which it a&ts up- 
‘on, muft have a certain Fitne/s or Aptitude, ufually 
‘called Capacity, to receive its Influence and Impref- 
* fion Seeing that according to the different Fit- 
‘nefles or Capacities of Subjeéts ated upon, the 
‘fame Caufe may produce divers Effeéts; as Fire 
‘melts Wax, hardens Clay, and reduces Wood into 
‘ Athes; from hence it manifeftly appears, that there 
‘isno difcerning the Nature of any Effet thorough- 
‘ly and truly, without knowing the Ficnefs of the 
‘ thing changed, for receiving the Force and Impref= 
‘fon of the Caufe. But the Knowledge of the Fit- 
 nefs of a thing for being fo changed as we find it to » 
be, often leads us to the Knowledge of fuch a Caufe 
_ 38 alone is proper to produce it. This Sort of 
Fitnefs is evidently the Ground of all manual Opera- 
_ 107s ——-Otherwife, a Potter might as well think 
_ of making a Cup of Sand or of Water, as of Clay. 
Or one might as wellattempt to perfuadea Statue as 
T ‘a 
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a Man. There is alfo another Kind of Fitnefs, 
called Expediency : ——Means are expedient with res 
fpeé&t to the Ends for which they ferve: ——ZJnfiru. 
ments, with regard to all Workmanfhip; and Ma. | 
terials to every Structure. —— There is a Fitnefs of 
Seafon and Opportunity. Thus, the Night is fic for 
Reft, and the Day for Action. And the nicking of 
Time, as we call it, hath in every one’s Experience 
a great Stroke in all the Affairs of Life, and condu- 
ces greatly to the Succefs of any Bufinefs or Defign. 
Between fome things there is a mutual Fitne/; 
and Accommodation: as inFriends complying with 
one another’s Humours, and promoting each other’s 
Interefts. And in general, between all things that 
have a mutual Dependance; as in the gable Ends of 
a Houfe, where two oppofite Timbers, by meeting 
together, and leaning againft one another at the 
Top, (which 1s their mutual Accommodation) do 
fuftain and fupport each other; and in the Parts of 
an Arch, which are fo fitted to one another, that if 
any be taken away, the reft will fall; but being all 
connected, they continue in Strength and Firmnels.’ 

To give one Sample more: Of Pulchritude (which 
is one of thofe rational Notions that denote the Pe- 
feétions or Excellencies of things) he fays, * By Pul- 
¢ chritude is, in general, underftood the Excellence of 
© Form: When confummate, as we here fuppofe it to 
© be, there are two Qualities infeparable from it, 

“ namely, Amiablene/s and Admirablene[s; which to- | 
© gether do plainly exhibit its true Charaéter, and di- | 
¢ ftinguifh it from other Perfeétions. Excellence of 

© Form being in a peculiar and efpecial manner appli- 
© cable to Beauty, it may fuffice here to fpeak only of 
© chis in particular. 

‘ That Beauty is amiable needs not be faid; and 
© that it is admirable, muft likewife be confefled. — 
¢ But unlefs thefe two Qualities do meet rogether, 
‘ they will not be Properties of Beauty, or of any 
© other Sort of Pulchritude. For there are fome things 
© we admire, and yet do not love; as Prodigics, - 
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¢ the extraordinary Phenomena of Nature: and there 
‘ are others we love, without admiring ; as delightful 
€ Senfations. But when that which is amiable is 
¢ alfo admirable, every one mutt then allow it to be 
© beautiful. There is a twofold Beauty: one izn- 
¢ ternal, or of the Mind; in which, when it is per- 
¢ feét, all the Virtues do confpire: The other is ex- 
‘ ternal, or of the Body. This laft does not wholly 
‘ confift in a Symmetry of Parts, and an agreeable Co- 
¢ Jour, tho’ thefe are proper and requifite Ingredients : 
¢ but it confifts chiefly and principally in fuch a Mein 
¢and Air, as indicates any of thofe excellent Quali- 
‘ ties which command our Affeétion, and makes us 
¢ conclude it is produc’d by the Virtues of the nobler 
¢ Part of our Compofition. That mextal and cor- 
¢ poreal Beauty but rarcly meet together in the fame 
¢ Perfon, ought to be no Rule of judging in the Cafe: 
¢ For ’tis certain that the Face, which is the Index 
‘of the Mind, is the true and proper Seat of Beau- 
‘ty: and Painters can draw Features that fhall exprefs 
© fuch and fuch a Virtue, and Pourtraits of this Kind 
‘ are always painted beautiful ; and when rightly de- 
‘ figned, are univerfally approved. W hereas, on 
‘the other hand, Vices are always painted ugly and 
‘ deformed, with Looks that create Abhorrence and 
‘ Deteftation Poetry and Mufick, when exqui- 
‘ fice, do, as well as Beauty, charm the Mind, and 
‘ fill ic with Admiration; and therefore may come 
under the general Denomination of Pulchritude. 
By thefe Specimens (allowing fer fome Abatement 
in the Stile, from the Elegancy of which I was obli- 
ged to detract for the fake of Brevity) the Reader 
will form an Idea of thofe rational Notions which are 
treated on in this Volume: the Ufes, and indeed the 
Neceffity of them in all our Ratiocinations, Difcour- 
les, and Judgments of things, are clearly fet forth in 
the feventh and thirteenth Chapters: whether they do 
together, as our Author has explained them, form a 
Compleat Syftem, or are all that the Mind makes ufe 
of in the Exercife of its Reafon, is more, as he fays, 
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than he will prefume to determine: But if, as can 
hardly be doubted, they are the chief and principal, 
they will be fufficient to juftify this Conclution, viz, 
That by rational Notions the Mind is fully qualified and 
enabled to know and underftand, in the moft fatisfactory 
manner, whatever ts paffible to be known or underftood, 
—Nor is there, as he adds, any other Way of know- 
ing or apprehending what is reafonable, in any Cafe 
or [nftance whatfoever, but by the Inftrumentality of 
them; fer to know the Reafonablenefs of any thing, 
and to have a rational Notion of it, fignify alike, 
And feeing that thefe Notions, which are the proper 
Aéts and Operations, or the immediate Diétates of 
Reafon, are applicable to every Obje& of Thought, 
the Caufe of ouv lenorance of fome things, which we can 
never Lope thoroughly to underfiand, is not any Defeét or 
Incapacity of our Reafon, but the Want of fitting Means 
and Opportunity to make ufe of it. Thus, for Inftance, 
as he remarks, * Tis impoffible for us to know, after 
© what manner the feveral Properties and Powers of 
corporeal Subitances do fubfift; becaufe our Senfes 
are not acute cnough to difcern the internal Forms 
and Conftitutions of Bodies whereon they depend, 
and whereby they are produced: but had we more 
penetrating Organs or Faculties, there is no doubt 
but we might as cafily apprehend it, as we do the 
Powers and Forces of any artificial Machine of 
which we know the Contrivance and Mechanilm.’ 
The Proof of a God, which is annexed to this Ef 
fay, is the Refult of the Demontftration of the fol- 
lowing Propofitions: I. There is a Self: exiftent Being. 
If. A Being which is not felf-exiftent, was created by 
that which exifts of irfelf. III. A Self-exiftent Be- 
ing can have but one Sort of Nature: and it mutt be 
precifely, in all refpeéts, that very thing which it's. 
IV. There is but one Self-exiftent Being. V. The 
Self-exiflent Being is eternal. VI. The Sell-exiftent 
Being is immutable. VII. A Being which is mutable 
in any reipect, was created by that which is Sclt-¢x- 
iftent. VIII. The World was created by the Self 
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exiltent Being. IX. The Self-exiftent Being is Om- 
nipotent, Infinite, Omniprefent, and a Spirit or in- 
corporeal Subftance. X. The Self-exiftent Being is 
abfolutely perfect; and confequently is Omnifcient, 
All-wife, infinitely Good, and infinitely Happy. 





ARTICLE XXVIII. 


An Enquiry znto the Morals of the Ancients. By 
the Reverend Mr. Grorce ENGLAND. Lon- 
don: Printed for A. Bettef{worth and C. Hitch, 
at the Red Lion zn Pater-nofter-Row; G. Haw- 
kins, af Milton’s Head between the Two Tem- 
ple-Gates, Tleetftreet; and J. Leake, Book- 
feller at Bath. 1737. Quarto. Pag. 369. 


HE Subject of this Work is of a moft illuftri- 

ous Nature; it is, as our Author himfelf ob- 
ferves, very difficult to be treated of; however, I 
think he has handled it not unworthily. His Defign 
Init is fairly and candidly to manifeit the tranfcen- 
dent Excellency of the Chriftian Syftem, both as to 
Religion and Morality; and confequently, to pro- 
mote the tollowing and practifing it in a much better 
manner than it is at prefent obferved- among{t Mane 
kind. Purfuant therefore to this Intention, he makes 
a ftriét Enquiry into the Reafons why the ancient 
Heathens, who were certainly inferior to us in their 
Religion and moral Syftems, were notwichftanding 
(in their beft Times) much fuperior im the Practice, 
to Chriftians in general, ever fince that thefe latter 
began to degenerate from the primitive apoftolical Pus 
ity. In. the Profecution of this Point, he evinces 
that fome of the nobleft Effeéts of fome of the fubs 
limeft moral Virtues were frequently found in Men 
istorant of the true and only Sources from whence 
they can derive real Merit or true Glory; he fhews, 
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how much thefe Virtues are negleéted by thofe who 
kriow, and may be thoroughly convinced from whence 
they can alone arife juftly to deferve thole E:pithets 
which are given them when practifed with proper 
Views and Purpofes; he accounts for the furprizing 
Difparity between Pagans and Chriftians in this mat- 
ter; and demonftrates, that how much foever the 
former might exceed in great and heroic Sentiments 
and Actions, * there never can be a conftant uniform 
© Courfe of moral Virtue to be expeéted from an 
‘ but thofe who are thoroughly perfuaded of the 
€ Truth of the Chriftian Revelation, wherein future 
© Rewards and Punifhments are afcertained to the 
© Pradtice of Virtue or Vice.’ 

The Virtues which were moft confpicuous amongft 
the ancient Heathens, and which gave Rife to all their 
grand Atchievements, may be reckoned, their Fuftice, 
their Love of theiy Country and publick Spirit, their 
Magnanimity, their Courage and Fortitude ; their ftrong 
Regard to the Religion of their Country, and to the 
Notions of Morality fettled among{t them; their no- 
ble and almoft inimitable Ideas of Friend/bip frequent- 
ly put in Practice; their Simplicity of Life, Negleét of 
Eafe, and Diflike of Luxury; their Contempt of Mo 
ney, and their perfect difinteretted Conduct where- 
ever a View of Lucre could poffibly have influenced: 
ail thefe together, and feparately, prevailed amongft 
them, and were almoft all fubfervient to the Love of 
their Country, which was their moft predominant Pal- 
fion, the Spring of almoft all their other good Qua- 
lities and Deeds. Humility, Patience under Sufferings, 
and an ux:verfal Benevolence and Love to Mankind, were 
what they were Strangers to; their immoderate Af- 
fe&tion for their Country confiderably impaired the 
latter; and nothing but the Chriftian Religion can 
produce the two former in their full Purity. 

Amongtt all the Ancients, the Greeks and Romans 
are thofe who, as our Author fays, defervedly hold 
the firft Rank, as to all che Virtues and Accomplifh- 
ments which adorn Mankind; it is to thefe two Peo- 
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le therefore that he chiefly confines his Enquiries in 
the Sequel of this Treatife; tho’ he does not abfo- 
lutely debar himfelf from fome little Excurfions a-. 
mongft thofe whom they looked upon as Barbarians. 

He has digefted his Subject under feven Heads or 
Chapters; in the firft he makes a moft charming Dif- 
play of the Justice of the ancient Heathens, and 
compares it with that which has been found in the 
Chriftian World. He exemplifies the former chiefly 
out of the Greek and Roman Story, and he gives us 
fuch Inftances of their private and perfonal Genero- 
fity even with regard to Enemies; of their Integrity 
towards the Publick or Community, and of their po- 
litical Faith and Honour, as are really aftonifhing : 
But when he comes to confider the Behaviour of 
thofe who have profeffed the Faith of the holy Jefus, 
the Scene is entirely changed, and fo horrid a Pro- 
fpe&t exhibited of their Bafenefs of Spirit, their Per- 
fidy, Cruelty, Injuftice, and all manner of Villany, 
prevailing between Nation and Nation, and Man and 
Man, as cannot fai] of ftriking a Mind that has the 
leaft Remain of Probity, with Horror and Deteftati- 
on. Here Marcus Scaurus, Ariflides, Camillus, Ly- 
curgus, and Scipio Africanus, thine with a real Splen- 
dor; while Richlien, Mazarin, Alberoni, Fc. are 
confpicuous, only by reafon of their Subtilty, Trea- 
chery, Ambition, Breaches of Faith, Oppreffion and 
Impiety: dreadful are the Hiftories here given of the 
Wickednefs of the profeffed Believers of the Gofpel ; 
at the fame time our Author fays it is highly unnecef- 
fary to the Validity of his Argument to recite any: 
fecing we are conftant Witneffes of the Injuftice fo 
common amongft them; whether it be between dif- 
ferent Princes and Nations, or of Princes to their 
Subjects, or between private Perfons. 

Inthe latter Part of the Chapter he confiders the 
diferent Motives by which Heathens and Chriftians 
might be aétuated in the Article now before us. What 
he fays with relation to thefe is very inftruétive; but 
Sit can hardly be brought into any narrower Com- 
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pafs than he has given it, fo it is much too long to be 
here inferted. I proceed therefore to the fecond Chap- 
ter in which a Parallel is drawn between The Love of 
their CouNtTRY obfervable among ft the Ancients, and 
what is to be found of that Kind in the Chriftian 
World. 

PATRIOTISM, as our Author has remarked, was the 
Virtue of greateit Brightnefs in the heathen Charaéter; 
to that all others tended and were fubfervient: For 
this Reafon he treats of feveral of their Virtues under 
this Head, whenever it appears that this was the 
Source from whence they arofe. He fhews very am- 
ply from whence the Love of one’s Country Springs; 
what are the proper Boundaries of it; what Virtues 
concur to promote and ftrengthen it; what Affeéti- 
ons are included therein; and what valuable Effeés it 
produced. The Greek and Romaz Records fturnith 
out a Variety of glorious Patterns for the Confirm 
tion and Embellifhment of this Branch of the Sub- 
ject: Here the very Ladies put in their Claim to an 
immortal Memorial; many of them having fignalized 
themfelves by fome of the nobleft Fruits of this Paf- 
fion, which are here finely related. On the other 
hand, the Conduct of Chriftians in this Particular is 
painted in the moft odious Colours. 

The third Chapter fets forth the MAGNANIMITY 
of the Ancients im their Aélions and Sentiments. Here, 
our Author fays, is {uch a fpacious Field for Difcourle, 
that were he to purfue it as far as it would lead him, 
he fears he fhould tire both his Reader and himfelf: 
Kor he thinks the Ancients fo very remarkable in this 
Point, fo far beyond the Moderns, confidering the 
Difadvantages they lay under, that his Admiration 
would never ceafe, did he but indulge it; and that 
thcir Greatnefs of Soul is fo extenfive, that were he 
to give it its full Examination, he fhould write a Book 
on that Topic alone. In this Seétion therefore he 
confines his Remarks chiefly to.fuch Aétions as will 
come merely under the Denomination of Magnanimi- 
ty in the moit direct manner. He defines Magnani 
mity; 
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mity, confidered as a Principle founded upon Refleéti- 
on and Thought, to bea high Opinion of the Dig- 
nity of human Nature, put into Ufe and Practice. In 
many Perfons indeed it isthe Effect of the natural Con- 
ftirution of the Mind; infomuch that fome- People 
cannot be guilty of a little, mean or bale Aétion: 
tho’, in truth, when ic is the Refult of Reflection, 
it muft, to rife to an extraordinary Pitch, be rooted 
in the native Difpofition and Temper. Which of 
thefe Species of Magnanimity the great Men whofe 
Actions are here rehearfed was influenced by, our Au- 
thor does not pretend to determine; nor does it, he 
fays, concern us much to know, {ince we are certain 
they had not fuch Motives to encourage them as we 
have; and therefore his Di{quifttion is of the Cautes of 
our not equalling, or rather furpefling them in this 
re{pect. 

Having defined Afaguanimity, fhewn that Courage 
and Fortitude, which he likewile defcribes, are Bran- 
ches of it, and made fome very ingenious Obfervati- 
ons relating to them; he aniwers an important Ob- 
jeGtion that lies againft his foregoing Definition, and 
then goes on to lay before us a moft beautiful Delinea- 
tion of the Anctents magnanimous Behaviour. One 
muft be amazed at, as well as delighted with, the In- 
ftances here given of this Virtue in the Aétions of 
Pericles, Philopemen, Ariftides, Phocion, Callichrati- 
das, Alcibiades, amongft the Greeks; and of Marcel- 
lus, Flaminius, Catullus, 8c. amongft the Romans, 
and indeed of both thefe People collectively confider- 
ed. Our Author, when he its fpeaking of the /the-’ 
nians, has made fome Reflections upon the gencral 
good Senfe and Underftanding of that People, as well 
as on their Tafte for Works of Grandeur and publick 
Magnificence, vaftly in their Favour; and has re- 
mark’d, very juftly, in a mortifying Strain, how 
much the Ezgii/b are inferior to them in thefe Quali- 
ties. 

When he has finifhed his amiable Pi€ture of the 
Heathens, he proceeds to take notice how much we 

have 
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have of Magnanimity in the Chriftian World. —And 
here he fears it will appear very clearly, that Great. 
nels of Soul is but very rarely to be met with by us, 
either in our Hiftories, or in our prefent Times; we 
fail inevery Branch, exceptin that of Courage; which 

he owns, isnot wanting, efpecially in this I{land, where 
People are often too prodigal of Life; nor can the 
modern Ewropeans be taxed to want Bravery in Battel, 
but that, as he fays, is merely mechanical; Men are 
courageous upon thofe Occafions, who are fo no 
where elfe. But if we come to Fortitude, as to the 
bearing up under Difappointments and Misfortunes, 
that 1s far from being univerfal; nor is Magnanimity 
fhewn ina noble Carriage either to Friends or Ene- 
mies; and the fame may be obferved of former Ages, 
if we confult the Hiftories of thofe Times. What 
a Littlenefs of Soul is there in all the Tranfaétions be- 
tween Chriftian Nations! What Artifices, what low 
Tricks to impofe upon one another ; and the fame is 
to be taken notice of between Man and Man; it 
would be endlefs to fpecify each particular Inftance. 
Not but that, as he fays, fome generous Spirits are 
to be read of, and fome to be met with even in fo ge- 
neral a Degeneracy; but the Number is fo f{mall, as 
to be nothing in Comparifon of the Heathens; and 
the Wonder is why all are not fo, and that is the 
Matter of this Enquiry: For certainly, as he here a- 
bundantly evinces, the Chriftian Religion is a greater 
and truer Incentive to Magnanimity, in all its Branches, 
than all the politick Inventions of the Ancients, by 
the publick Eftablifhments and Rewards, which they 
had recourfe to, to infpire and maintain it. 

The fourth Chapter treats of the Contempt of Mo- 
ney, and of the Simplicity of Life of the Ancients. The 
Romans excelled all others in both thefe Particulars: 
not to derogate from the Greeks, amongft whom we 
find many eminent Examples of them. In the firft 
Times of the Roman People, a voluntary Poverty, 
and a general Simplicity of Life, were abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to their Well-being, and to the ene 
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their State; like young Traders, they were forced to 
ractife Frugality, and to make it general by making 
ithonourable. ‘This they did not only as produdtive 
in itfelf of fuch immediate EmoJument, but as the 
Source of many confequent Virtues and Bleflings, as 
well as a Defence againit Avarice, and Bafenefs of all 
Kinds. ‘This Maxim once well fixed grew natural to 
them: and as they had a true Contempt for Money, 
fo they had for every thing which is purchafed and 
acquired by that alone. This noble Way of thinking 
never totally left them, till they were abiolutely dege- 
nerated, and loft to every Virtue. By thefe and other 
like Obfervations our Author introduces an illuftrious 
Series of Inftances of this Grandeur of Mind, in the 
Perfons of Fabricius, Curius, Paulus Emilius, the el- 
der Cato, the Scipio's, Cornelia Mother of the Grac- 
chi; and even in later Ages, of Ve/pafian, Marcus 
Aurelius, INerva, Trajan, Antoninus, Pertinax, Alex- 
ander Severus, Probus, Emperors, and of Pliny the 
younger. 

If we now turn our Eyes towards the Greeks, we 
fhall fee a difinterefted Spirit, a Contempt of Money, 
and a true Magnanimity ; and tho’ perhaps thefe Qua- 
lities did not obtain fo univerfally, nor were exercifed 
fo rigidly as amongft the Romans, yet, our Author 
apprehends, more amiably: For the Roman Virtues 
were accompanied with a Ferocity and Roughnefs, 
which takes off from the Beauty of them; whereas 
the Greeks, generally {peaking, joined a Gentlenefs of 
Temper with a real philofophical Aufterity of Life. 
This lovely Affociation appeared with the utmott 
Luftre in the Characters of Pericles, Ariftides, Plo« 
tion and even his Wife, gefilaus, Epaminondas, Pe- 
lopidas, and others, whofe Fame is no Iefs lafting, 
notwithftanding their Poverty and Contempt of Show, 
but more pure and {plendid than that of Alexander, 
Czfar, or the proudeft Conquerors on Earth. It is 
merely for want of room, that I do not here adjoin 
fome very elegant Reflections of our Author’s on the 
Subje& of this Chapter, which relate to the Con- 
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neétion there 1s between a real Greatnefs of Soul, and 
a voluntary Poverty and Simplicity of Manners; and 
between the Politenefs and Corruptnefs of a Nation; 
as alfo on the Tendency of the Chriftian Religion to 
extirpate Avaricc, Luxury, and all their abominable 
Train and Concomitants, and to promote and cherifh 
Humility and Benevolence, notwithftanding, as he 
here proves, fo little of thofe, and fo much of the 
others, are to be found in its Profeffors. 

The fifth Chapter expatiates on the Sentiments of 
FRIENDSHIP ob/erved to have been among ft the Anci- 
ents. Afier fome general Confiderations upon thofe 
focial Inclinations which Providence has implanted in 
us as the Seeds of our Happinefs, our Author de- 
fcribes the Generation, Properties, Fruits and Boun- 
danes of Friendfhip. He thinks there are more In- 
{tances of the fublimett Specics of it among the 
Greeks than amongtt the Romans; and the Reafon 
feems, as he fays, to be chiefly this, that the former 
had naturally a greater Delicacy of Mind, their Souls 
were of fuperior Make, not as to Magnanimity, but 
as toa rcfincd Way of thinking: indeed one may fup- 
pole nothing can furpals his Greciaw Examples in this 
refpect: However, thofe which he extraéts out of 
the Roman Story will fcarcely admit of any Rivals. 
When he has very largely defcanted upon both, and 
run through the whole Conduét of the Ancients in 
this Particular, he fays, That if the Reader will con- 
fule all the Records of Chriftian Nations for many 
Ages patt, and reflect upon what his own Experience 
furnifhes him with in this prefent Time, he will be 
convinced, that this noble Affection has been almoft 
quite loft ever fince the Times of primitive Chriftian- 
ty: fo far from arriving at the moft exalted Pitch 
that he has mentioned to have been reach’d by Pagans, 
that even the loweft he has cited of them has fcarce- 
ly been known or pradctifed. How furprifing is this, 
as he obferves, when we reflect what Incitements we 
have to this excellent Difpofition, and how little the 
Heathens could be influenced thereto by any = 
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but Cuftom and Education, or by their own natural 
Tempers! 

The fixth Chapter is a copious Reprefentation of 
the Regard to RELIGION, and to the feveral Duties and 
Relations of Life, and to fome other Parts of Morality 
(not before difcourfed on) for which the Ancients are 
suftly celebrated. Our Author begins with lome Con- 
fiderations on the monttrous Abturdities which have 
mingled themtelves with the Doétrines of Religion, 
and “which fo early corrupted the Worthip of the 
Deity, and changed it into the groffett and moft abo- 
minable Superitition. After a Survey of fome of the 
ridiculous Noticns and deteftable Rites of the Egyp- 
tians, Greeks and Romans, he tays, That there is no- 
thing in all Antiquity which fo much attonithes him, 
as that Nations of the moft confummiate Wifdom and 
even Delicacy of Underitanding, fhould form fuch 
Ideas of the divine Being, as were not only abfurd, 
but even of bad Confequence to their Morals, when 
we find, that in almoit every thing elfe, they thought 
and ated up to the Dignity of their Nature. But 
fince fuch Sentiments of Religion, however faulty, 
were fixed and eftablifhed amongft each People; it 
follows, that to be pious, they muft a& according to 
them, or elfe they mutt believe and adore nothing; 
For we are to confider, that if any Nation, or any 
private Men, had had any Conviction or Sufpicion of 
their Errors, they had no where, in the univerfal 
Darknefs that inveloped Mankin, co apply for Light 
and Inftruction, except to the choten People of God, 
who were fhut up in too nariow a Space, and in O- 
bedience to their Law (as our Author fays) had too 
little Communication with the reft of the World to 
be fought or {ubmitted to as Teachers and Reformers : 
From whence ic is clear, thac thole who conform’d 
in Heart and Practice to the Religion of the Society 
whereof they were ..tembers, were to be efteemed 
pious, and therefore to be praifed; and upon this 
Foundation, that however wrong and miftaken their 
Notions were, yer the fupreme Being was the defign- 

ed 











| 
f 
; 
i 
i 
} 


: 





302 The Works of the Learned Art. 29, 


ed Object of their Homage, and it was for what they 
apprehended to be his Glory and Service that they 
were zealous. In this Chapter therefore our Author 
obferves, how much both Greeks and Romans, and ox 
ther Nations, were attach’d to the Religion eftablith- 
ed among them; and however little that could influ. 
ence their Morals, yet, as he fays, if we fhall findthat 
they were exact in the Peformance of thofe Duties 
which they thought due to their Deities, under what- 
foever miftaken Notions they conceiv’d and adored 
them; we fhall then be led infenfibly to refle& upon 
our own Conduét, who, with fo pure and fo indubi- 
table a Syftem, act with that Negleét and Indiffe- 
rence, as if we really {uppofed there were no God.— 
It may indeed be fuggefted, that many of the wifeft 
of the Heathens had but a mean Opinion of the reli- 
gious Inflitutions of their feveral Countries; and this, 
if true, may be thought an Objection to that which 
this Chapter is to eftablifh; but our Author has here 
{aid enough to take off the Force of it. 

No People, as he fays, ever carried their religious 
Venération for every thing relating to the Deity, to 
a greater Height than the Greeks, whom he firft cons 
fiders in a collective Body, and then fome of their 
great men feparately: What he fays of the Grecian 
Piety with regard to divers facred Obligations, will fuf- 
fice for the Romans, who had moftly the fame devout 
Difpofitions, and were equally remarkable for their 
Obfervance of them; as he exemplifies in the Con- 
duét of feveral of their moft renowned Generals, Se- 
nators, and others of higheft Dignity and Figure a- 
mongit them. As a yet farther Confirmation of 
his affertion, he produces the Opinions of fome of the 
moft diftinguithed Greek and Latin Writers. Thole 
he mentions are Homer, Virgil, Cicero, Horace and 
Xenophon, in whofe Works we find Religion laid 
down as a neceflary Qualification for a truly great 
Man. 

Having fully examin’d all that refers to the Devo- 
tion of the Ancients, our Author in the next Place 
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briefly enumerates thofe Virtues in which they ex- 
cell’d, not afore confider’d: thefe are, The Reipe& 
and Veneration they pay’d to their Parents, the mu- 
tual Affection between Wives and Husbands, their 
Fondnefs for their Children, Brothers and Sitters, 
and in general for all their Relations. Under thefe 
Heads he entertains us with a Variety of the mott af- 
fecting Narratives; and then he proceeds to fhew 
what Virtues they exercifed towards thofe whom 
they were not bound to by any Degree of Confangui- 
nity, and how much they confulted the Dignity of 
their own Nature, and the Decency of their own 
Behaviour. And here he enlarges on their Gratitude, 
Humanity, Sincerity, Chaftity, Temperance and 
Modefty. When he has given a full fcope to all thefe 
Particulars, he turns our Views upon the Chriftian 
World, and enters into a ftri€t Scrutiny of its Con- 
duct with regard to each of them: Nothing now ap- 
pears like to what he had been prefenting us; but the 
very Reverfe of all is the Character of thofe who call 
upon the Name of the holy JESUS: He has taken 
occafion under this Branch of his Subjeét to mention 
the Degeneracy and triumphant Wickednefs of the 
Englifo Nation, in a manner not undeferved, but 
which fhould excite fome Compunétion, and Inten- 
tion of Amendment in the Breaft of every Reader, 
that has any Concern for his Country, or is not 
proof againft the Dread of the Divine Difplea- 
fure. 

Weare now come to the feventh and laft Chapter, 
which contains 42 ENQuIRY into the Caufes of the 
Virtues of the Heathens, related in the foregoing Chap- 
ters; and into the Reafous of the Degeneracy of the 
Chriftians. This our Author takes to be the moft 
dificult Part of his Work: for the Virtues he has 
telated are foremarkable, and the Foundation for them 
in appearance fo fmall; and on the other hand, the 
Condu& of Chriftians in thofe Points is fo much 
Worfe than was to be expected from their Motives to 
the contrary, that the Task he has affumed is not a 
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little arduous. The Method he takes to accomplith 
it is this, He firft fuccinétly recapitulates what he had 
before offered refpecting the manifold Virtucs of the 
Heathens, and the fuprizing Extent and Height of 
their Morality under feveral Difadvantages which 
he fpecifics: He atterwards takes a furvey of the 
Greatnefs of their Genius likewife 1n various Arts and 
Sciences. ‘Then he turns the Tables, and makes an 
ample and dittinét Dilplay of the [mpertection of their 
Virtues; and here he gives us a Detail of the Faults 
of many of thofe great Men whom he had fo highly 
celebrated in the tormer Scétions of this Volume. 
Next he enquires from what Principle their glorious 
and applauded Actions fprung, fince by a tair and 
careful Difguifition we find that neither their Re- 
higion nor their Morality were capable of produ- 
cing them. When he has difcover’d this, and found 
ic to be only Self- Admiration and Effeem, and fhewn 
by what means it was made the Parent of fo many 
amiable and ufefal Qualities and Dilpofitions, and the 
original motive to fo many tluftrious Attchievements, 
and pointed out the Impofibility of forming there- 
on a perfectly virtuous Character, he proves by a 
multitude of [nftances that there was not one Infti- 
tution amongit the Grecks and Romans which did 
not terminate in this Paffion; they even proftitu- 
ted their Religion to it. The divine Honours paid 
to all their Heroes; the Temples erected to them; 
the Monuments and Trophies rais’d to immortalize 
their Name; the O/yimpic and other publick Games, 
to the Rewards of which the Ancients afpired with 
furprizing eagernefs; are all, as he fays, Evidences of 
the Truth of this affertion. 

After feveral Pages {pent in eftablithing this Opint- 
on, and in degrading the Heroes he had extoll’d to 
the Skies, and on whom he had accumulated fo 
much Glory in the preceding Chapters, he demon- 
{trates the peerlefs Pertection of the Chriftian Syftem, 
evinces the un{peakable Excellence of its Principles, 
and the fuperior Force of its nobler Incentives to 
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very thing divine than the Pagan Religion can fur- 
nifh, and gives us the Picture of a Man who lives up 
to the Precepts and Hopes of the Gofpel. The 
Book clofes with a Reprefentation of the fad Corrup- 
tion of the Church of Chrift, of the miferable De- 
generacy of its Members, notwithftanding the in- 
comparable Purity of their Religion, and of the Cau-- 
fes of thefe horrible Phenomena. 

I muft not omit to mention, that in many Parts of 
this Performance, the duthor bas tllufirated particular 
Paffages with large and curious Notes. 





ARTICLE XXVIL 


An Introduction to GrocRapuy, by way of 
Queftion and Anfwer. Particularly defign'd 
for the ufe of Schools: Giving a general De- 
scription of all remarkable Countries in the 
World; of their Situation, Extent, Divifion, 
Cities, Rivers, Soil, Commodities, Rarittes, 
Archbifhopricks, Bifkopricks, Univer/fities, Man- 
ners, Government, Religion, &c. To which is 
prefix’d, an Explanation of the Sphere, or of 
all the Terms any ways neceflary for the right 
underftanding of the Terraqueous Globe. With 
the Addition of a fhort Dictionary of the moft 
common Names of ancient Geography. Toze- 
ther with an Index of the principal Places, Ri- 
vers, &c. mention’d in this Book. Tranflated 
and improv d from the laft Edition of Mr. Hub- 
net's Geography, written originally in Ger- 
man. London: Printed for T. Cox, at the 
Lamb, under the Royal Exchange. 1733. 
Duodecimo, Pag, 283, befides the Preface 
and Indexes, 
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HE Title Page of this Work is a compendious 

and very juit Account of it: It is undoubtedly 
more copious and inftructive than any thing of its 
Wature that has hitherto appear’d in our Tongue, 
the Editor afhrms it to be the moft compleat of its 
Kind in any Language whatfoever. The Author of 
it, he oblerves, has been very famous for many excel- 
lent Introductions to the Sciences which he has pub- 
lifhed, and for this among the reft, which is fo high- 
ly valued, and fo much uled in Germany, particularly 
in Schools, that it has already pafs’d through a great 
many Ediions. And, as he adds, what proves the 
dittinguithed Merit of the Performance, is, that the 
Liench themielves, who have cuitivated this Method 
of Lnfirudtion, and who do not want for Books of 
their own upon the Subjeét, have neverthelefs tranfla- 
ted this very Piece, and given it a very great Encou- 
ragement: and with Reaton, feeing it is fuited to the 
Capacity of all Ages and Conditions of both Sexes, 
and {uflicient to initiate any Perfon in this curious 
Branch of Literature, as far as is requifite, either for 
yeading Hiflory, or for converfing in the World.— 
This Exglifo Verfion is made from the laft Edition of 
the Original, which has been revifed and improved 
by the Author’s own Son, who is now as famous, as 
to his Knowledge in Geography, as his Father was. 
Some few Alterations however our Editor has ventu- 


q 


red on where he thought they were neccflary; and 
has made a very ufeful Addition to it by his Dictionary 
of the old Names of Countries, Cities, Rivers, €&. 
that are to be found in ancient Authors; which ren- 
ders it {till more ferviceable in Academies—I fhall now 
give the Reader a Sketch of the Order in which itis 
compiled: 

It begins with a Definition of Geography, its Di- 
vifion, the Figure of the Earth, and the Methods of 
reprefenting it. The firft fix Chapters contain a moft 
particular Defcription of the terreftrial Globe, and4 
minute Explication of every thing obfervable — 
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The twenty three following Chapters give a very cir- 
cumftantial Account of Ezrope, and of all the Em- 
pires, Kingdoms and Dominions included in it. The 
next feven Chaprers are employ’d ina like Survey of 
Ajiay comprehending the Zurkifo Verritories, as alfo 
the Perfian, the Eaft-Indies properly fo called, the 
Great Tartary, China, the /fatic Ulands, and Fapan. 
The enfuing fevenreen Chapters give us an Idea of 
all the Parts a Africa, with which we have any Ac- 
quaintance. And the five laft are {pent on America 


or the new World. ? 





ARTICLE XXIX. 
Anew —e on the Nerves, and the Deétrine of 


the Animal Spirits rationally confider d; S., 
ing the great Benefit and true — of Bathi Ing, 
ad dr: inking the Bath Waters zz a// nervous 
Diforders a Obfiructions : with two Differta- 
tions on the Gout and on Di gefiion, with the 
Diftempers of the Stomach an d Inceftines. 
D. Bayne, alias Kinneir of that Uk, Phyficz- 
anat Bath, and Fellow of the Royal College of 
Phyfictans at Edinburgh. London: Printed 
for W. Inny rs and R. Mar 
End of St. Paul’s; and J. I] 
1738. ii Pas. 107. 


HIS ingenious Writer remarks towards the Be- 
sinning of his Diicourle, that bare Hypothe- 

fes Can never bring us co (rnth: inftead of im roviien 
our Judgment, and extending our Knowledge, they 
generally ferve to miflead the one, and confine the o- 
ther, Diligent, exact, and well weigh’d Obferva- 
lions, founded upon the ocular Demonttration of 
77 
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Facts and Experiments, are the only proper Means to 
inftruct and confirm us in the Knowledge of Things 
within our Reach, and to affift our Faith in things 
that are above our Comprehenfion. It is upon thele 
Grounds that he has built the firft of thefe Treatifes, 
a confiderable Part of which is employ’d to prove and 
illuttrate the following Propofitions. 

I. That there is a Succus Nervofis conftantly con- 
vey’d from the Brain thro’ the Nerves to every Part 
of the Body; without which there could be no Sen- 
fation. 

I}. ‘Phat the animal Spirits, fo called, are not con- 
tained in the Nerves: but what can rationally be {up 
pofed to be meant by Animal Spirits, mutt be Spirits 
exifting in the Blood only. 

Lil. That the Nervesin their Structure and Make, 
confift of innumerable fine Threads fpun from the 
Brain, and in a manner collected and bound together 
in parallel Lines, fitted, as does appear, to perform 
their Office in the Way and Manner of Filtration, 
or as the rifing of Fluids in {mall Tubes by Att 
ction. 

From hence he makes it appear what the Saccus 
Nervofus is, and then in the Sequel of the Work he 
gives a rational Account of its Ufes, and of the man- 
ner of its Conveyance thro’ the Body, which 1s fol- 
lowed by fome Obfervations, and an Application of 
the whole to Practice. 

There is fo near a Conneétion, we are told, between 
the rift and 2d Propofitions, that they muft be confider- 
ed together, in order to explain the Nature of the 
Succus Nervofus, and diftinguifh it from what iscom- 

nonly underftood by the Name of Avimal Spirits. 
For this End our Author begins with a Defcription 
of the Blood, the Source of all the Juices of the Boe 
dy. When he has gone through this, and fhewn by 
what Methods the Brain is fupplied with it and fends 
it back to the Heart, and has likewife informed uso 
what the cortical Subftance of the Brain (from whence 


the Nerves are derived) is compofed, and of the as 
: ten 
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rents of animal and vegetable Subftances, {> far as they 
can be known by Dittillation; he proceeds to an A- 
nilyfis of the Fluid, which the Nerves carry through- 
gut the Body, commonly termed Animal Spirits. 

The vulgar Notion of Asimal Spirits our Author 
utterly explodes, as having no Foundation in any Phe- 
nomenon that we know in Nature; in the Place of 
which he offers us his own Sentiments to this Effeét. 
¢ All animal Bodies yield a Spirit of Fire and Phlegm ; 
‘but as Spirit is nothing but Salt and Phlegm, or 
‘Water, mixed together, fuch a Spirit fabfifts pri- 
‘marily in the Blood of Animals. Activity or Slug- 
‘ vifhnefs are the Confequences of this Mixture; and 
‘according to the Combinations of thefe, and the 
‘ Predominancy of one over the other, the Animal is 
‘more or lefs vigorous and healthy; for a Spirit in 
‘the Blood duly compofed, preferves the Humours 
‘or Juices from Putrefaction, as it keeps up Heat 
‘and Motion in the circulating Fluids. After the 
‘firft Impulfe given to form Life, the Motion of the 
‘ Heart and Arteries is fupported by the Quantity and 
‘Strength of a fpirituous, elaftick, and expanfive 
‘Fluid, the Blood. As all other Juices of the Body 
‘are derived from thence, fo they have all a Depen- 
‘dence on one another, for the producing of Health 
‘ or Sicknefs after they are feparated from the Blood, 
‘and come under their particular Denominations for 
‘ the Purpofes allotted them in the Animal Oecono- 
‘ my.———- Hence it is evident, that what there is of 
‘an Animal Spirit in the Body, muft be made out of 
‘the Blood; and that the Juices fecreted from the 
‘Blood, muft only have fuch a Proportion of that 
‘Spirit of the Blood, as is neceflary for their different 
* Ules. 

Having difpatch’d this Part of his Subject, the 
next thing our Author attempts, is to thew the Stru- 
cture of the Nerves as they appear upon Diffeétion, 
Which, he fays, may be different from what has hi- 
therto been generally imagined of them, and how they 
Petiorm their Office. —An Experiment he made upon 
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a ScCuon of the Trunk of thecrural Nerve three inches 
long, and carefully fiript of its external Membrane, 
on purpofe for his acquiring fome Light into this 
matter, and which he here recites, furnifhed him 
with the enfuing Ditcoveries : 

1. That all the Nerves are, in appearance, fine fo- 
lid Threads, fpun out trom the marrowy Subftance 
of the Brain, and Medulla Spinalisy and univerfall 
cloathed with a membranous Covering from the Pig 
Mater, growing firmer in their Progrefs after pafling 
out of the Scull and Vertebres. 2. That a certain 
Number of thofe Threads go towards compofing a 
Thread no bigger than an Hair (and undoubtedly to 
a greater and mconceivable Finenefs) which he calls, 
for Diftinétion fake, a Bundle. 3. That each Bu- 
die feems to be contain’d within a Sheath; and that 
every confiderable Nerve or Trunk is a Colle&tion of 
many of thofe Bundles, contain’d within its proper 
Sheath or Zheca. 4. That each Bundle fo conftitu- 
ted, and colle&ted to make up a confiderable or vif- 
ble Nerve, is connected by tran{verfe Fibres in an ob- 
lique Direction; and alfo, that this Order of Cover- 
ing, Separation and Connection, may be the fame in 
their moft minute and undifcernible Ramifications. ¢. 
That all thefe Bundles lie parallel to one another, as 
fo many cqual Cylinders. 6. That the fected Portion 
continued of the fame length without fhrinking, as 0 
ther Veffels do; as alfo, after dividing the Bundles, 
they remain’d as long, even to the twelfth Divifion: 
but upon firetching them, thefe laft became longer, 
and {till remain’d fo, without returning to their for 
mer length as a Hair will do. 7. That they are ftrong 
and tough (which may be owing to their Zheca’s)s 
fora Filament no bigger than an Hair required agood 
pull to break, which {napped at once without ftretch- 
ing, asa Hair does when drawn to be broken. 
‘That there was a fenfible Elafticity in pulling the 
Nerve fideways, tho’ hardly any longitudinally. Thi 
he apprehends proceeds from their common Cover 
ings or Tdeca’s, and the different Bundles lager 
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ceding trom one another, which the oblique Fibres 
that connect them will fuffer them to do. 9. That 
as each Bundie has its Zheca, or is, as it were, con- 
tain’d ina ube, and many Bundles are attached to- 

ether by Fibres to make up a confiderable Nerve or 
Trunk, it is thence evident, that there are Cavities 
and Spaces, even in a tubular Form, all along the ex- 
terior Body of a Nerve, or nervous Filaments, which 
may be fufficient for the Progrefs of the nervous Juice, 
and to carry Nourifhment to the Nerves, upon a Sup- 
pofition they are tubular themfelves, which no Dif- 
covery by the greateft Magnifyers have ever evinc’d 
them to be. 

This laft Obfervation is continued far beyond what 
I have here recited, and includes a Variety of curious 
Remarks, tending to illuftrate the Subject, and clear- 
lyexplain the Texture of the Nerves; but it would 
protract this Article too much were [ only to mention 
the Particulars; let me only fay that they are follow- 
ed by a Paragraph relating to the Nature and Com- 
pofition of the nervous Fibres. And having fhew’d 
what thefe are in their ultimate Minutenels, and what 
the Nerves are in their Structure, our Author next 
explains in what manner it is moft rational to think 
thefe latter do fecrete their Juice, conform to the 
Theory founded upon the Experiment lately re- 
cited. 

Now the foregoing Mechanifm of the Nerves in- 
duces him to think the manner of the Diftribution of 
the Succus Nervofus mult be fimilar to Filtration: Thus 
Filaments, or Threads immeried in a Fluid at one 
End, will in a given Time difcharge at the other 
whatever Quantity of Fluids are contain’d in the Vef- 
fel where they are immerfed; and the Operation in 
this way of Filtration will commence the fooner [or 
rather be more quick,] if the Threads are wetted all 
over with the fame Fluid at firit. There are fome 
other Circumftances which | muft not ftay upon, that 

¢ hints as very advantageous in this Procels, corre- 





{ponding to what really obtains in the nervous Syfiem : 
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So that it appears thofe delicate Inftruments are 
on all accounts admirably contrived for the Funtion 
which his Hypotheiis afligns them. 

W hat he has here {uppofed he goes on to confirm 
by many Confiderations, which, however they may be 
intended to elucidate and eftablifh only this fingle Point, 
comprehend a great Diverfity of Theories: but from 
the whole of them there arife the enfuing Obferya- 
tions: 1. The Nerves are the Mediz of all our Sep- 
fations, and operate either pleafurably, or otherwile, 
according to the Condition of the Succus Nervous 
which they contain. 2. All voluntary and involun- 
tary Motion depends entirely upon the Nerves, and 
a fuitable Quality and Quantity of Succus Nervofis, 
3. An Error in the Structure of the Brain and Nerves, 
and a Fault in the Quantity or Quality of the Succus 
Nervofus, are the Occafions of all Diforders, properly 
called Nervous. 4. The Nerves of themfelves are 
lax, foft, and compofed of marrowy Fibres, having 
no Elafticity, continued from their Origin, conflant- 
lv of the fame Length and Size to their evanefcent 
Extremities or Terminations. . The Nerves may be 
diftended, and fuffer a Plethora from a too great 
Quantity of Succus Nervof/us; and the contrary may 
happen from too little. The firft produces Tenfion, 
the latrer Relaxation; but this is to be underftood la- 
terally only, as proceeding trom their Zheca’s, and 
the tranfverfe and oblique Fibres, that arife from the 
Dura and Pia Mater. 6. 'The Nerves abforb the 
Succus Nervofus iA a manner analogous to filtrating 
Threads immerfed in a Fountain, which proceeds im- 
mediately from the Brain; and this Juice is the finett 
and the moft of an elementary Nature in the whole 
Body, when fitreft for the animal Purpofes. 7. The 
Qualities difcovered in the Succus Nervofus thew it to 
be fitted for Nutrition, and Supply of Watfte to the 
Nerves; and perhaps it may ferve to other noble Ules 
as yetundifcovered. 8. As there isa Supply of Sac 
cus Nervofis brought to the Mouths of the Nerves, 
and fecreted in the Brain, as conftant as the Circula- 
tion 
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tion of the Blood thither; fo confequently the Secre- 
tion of this Juice in the Nerves mutt be in a Ratio to 
the Quanrity feparated from the Blood; and the good 
or bad Offices of the Juice muft be ina Ratio to both 
Quantity and Quality. 9. ‘The Quality of this Jute ts 
rood or bad, depends upon the State of the Blocd, 
and the Quantity is ina Aatio to the Slownels or 
Quicknefs of the Blood’s Circulation. 10. The 
Nerves are pervious at their Beginnings and ‘Termi- 
nations, both for carrying off the Super flu: ) of the 
Juice, inl allo eae. their ends moift, and in 
due Tone for the Senfe of feeling, as rem: rkably ape 

ears from the plenutul Diftribution of them under 
the Nails and Cuticala. 

From thefe Obfervations, the Doctor fays, we may 
account for various Experiences and Effeéts that we 
fee and feel. ‘Thefe are here very diftinétly frecified, 
and teferences made under each of them ro the Ob- 
fervations on which it immediately depends: And for 
the fuller Iuftration of both, fix curious Propofiti- 
ons are afterwards infilted on; which comprehend the 
Caufes, primary and fecondary, of all the Difcates in- 
cident to Mankind. 

Our Author having now, infome meafure, as he fay’, 
cleared up the Doétrine of the Nerves, and fo removed 
the Prejudices entertained againft the Profeflion of Phy- 
fick, through the Want of fi omething being more in- 
telligibly written upon that Topic than what has hi- 
therto appeared; he makes a Tranfition to another 
Subjeét, which he had in his Intention when he en- 
tred upon this Effay: This is, The Ufefulnefs of 
drinking the Bath- Waters, and of Bathing (both hot 
and cold ) in moft Cafes. Daily Experience of the 
happy Effects of this Praétice, in moft nervous Dif- 
orders that are curable, abundantly recommends it; 
and the Succefs, he fays, may be rationally account- 
ed for, by the P rinciples which have been eftablithed 
in tiie Treatile Inder this Head he dircé&s the 
beft and properett J Procets ana Manner of Bathing ; 
he accounts for a furprizing Experiment in this Me- 
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thod of Cure, v7z. Vhat an hot and cold Bath, which 
feem diametrici -/_ oppofite in their Tendencies, 
fhould yet concur to procure Recoveries in the fi 
Ci aquanthancess and ~~ arguing 4 pofieriori from their 


Eff a » lic chdcavours to explain the Operations and 
Intiuet : Ct > or the {i:] lubri ious” wW springs of the City of 


Bath in 1 Somer/ ei/bive. “Vhroughout all his Difcourfes 
on thefe rns there is an tis. se Variety of Matter, 
and more different incidental Hints than common 

occur in the fame Compats. ‘Towards the Clofe we 
have fome Confiderations on the Praétice of bleedin 

in Pleurifies, with fome Advices, and Hittories rela- 
tig to that Diftemper 5 alfo fome Reafons for the fre- 
qient E.ficacy of Bathing in the curing hyfterical and 
hy pocond:tacal Maladies; and at the E nd of all, fome 
‘bhoughts on Aliments, and a Regimen of Dict. 

In the Difiert pee on ne Gout, the Doétor fets 
down the Symptoms of it, gives us its Definition 
and Analyfis, and a moft eels Katicnale of its 
Cautes ; thefe lead him into a great many refined Spe- 
culations about the animal Occonomy. Finally, as he 
advilfes Bathing in this Diftemper, he concludes with 
fome Cauti ns againit the unfeafonable Ufe of it. 

‘Towards the Beginning of the Diflertauon on Drt- 
GESTION ae Dodtor rem. arksy That many, confider- 
ing the Stomach to be compofed of Membranes only, 
have a a ized at its continuing unworn out fo 
long as the Date of Life; but as this Surprize, he 
fays, may ariie from a Notion that Digeflion is per- 
formed airogether by the mufcular Force of the Sto- 
mach or Trituration, it ma ry be removed by what 1s 
faid to the contrary in the Seque 1 of this Performance. 
The Doctor herein examines whatthole h aveadvanc’d, 
who maintain Trituraction to be the Caufe of Digetti- 
on: He thinks their Ca aad ions upon this Head af- 
pont but little Satisfaction; and the prodigious mul- 
cularForee which they attribute to thiswonderfulOrgan 
Song ¢ Stomach) willappear unneceflary, to fuch as reflect 

n the Power of Water and Heat upon folid Aliments, 
with a little Agitation, and the Expanfion of the Air 

contained 
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contained inthe Aliment. Thefe he thinks fufficient 
Caufes of Digettion, and he offers a great many Con- 
fiderations to fupport his Opinion. He next makes 
an Enguiry into, and a Recital of the reputed ftoma- 
chick Diftempers; thefe he diflinguifhes into thofe 
which are really fuch, and thote that are groundlefly fo 
called. 7 

From all he has faid upon thefe Heads he draws f{e- 
veral Conclufions regarding the Means of Digettion, 
the advantageous Situation of the Stomach, its Af- 
fections, Ditorders, and Cure. He then proceeds to 
treat of the Diltempers of the Intettines, not minute- 
ly and particularly, but only to give fuch Hints con- 
cerning them, as may demonftrate the Ufefulnefs of 
drinking and bathing in the Bath-Waters, to thofe 
that are afflicted with them. He premifes a Defcrip- 
tion of the Inteftines, affigns the Caufes of the feve- 
ral Difeafes to which they are liable, and luggefts the 
moft effeétual Remedies in fuch Cates. 





ARTICLE XxXx. 


HILOSOPHICAL TRANSACTIONS, N° 442, 
for the Months of July, Augutt, axd September, 
1736. Containing, 1. 4 Catoptric Microfcope, by 
Robert Barker, M.D. F.R.S. UW. dn Account of 
the Standard Meafures preferved in the Capitol at Rome, 
by Martin Folkes, £/g; V. P. R. S. UT. Obferva- 
tiones nonnull notatu non indigne, Anno 1734. ab 
Johanne Frid. Weidler, R. S.S. Gc. Vitembergx 
fatie. IV. Obfervations made of the Latitude, Varia- 
tion of the Magneuc Necdle and Weather, by Capt. 
Chriftopher Middleton, zz a Voyage from London to 
Hudfon’s Bay, Anno 1735. V. Aa Experiment to 
foew that fome Damps in Mines may be occafioned only 
by the burning of Candles under Ground, without the 
Addition of any noxious Vapour, even when the Bottom 
of the Pit has a Communication with the outward Air, 
unle/s 
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unle/s the outward Air be forcibly driven in at the faid 
Coinmunication or Pipe. By the Rverend J.T. Dela- 
guliers, LL. D. F.R.S. Vi. & Chemical Experj- 
ment, by Mr. John Maud, /erving to illuftrate the Phe- 
nomenon of the inflammal ble Air fhewn to the Royal 
Society, dy Sir James Lowther, Bart. as defcribed in 
Philof, Tranfact. Numb. 429. VII. 4 Letter from 
Mr. Henry Forth ¢o the late Reverend William Der- 
ham, D. D. Caxon of ——— and F. R. §. concern- 
ing the Storm, Jan.8.1734. VIL. An Account of the 
Bones of Animals being chai aged to a red Colour dy A- 
liment only; by John Belchier, Surgeon, F. RK. S. 
IX. An Ob! ervation of a white Liquor refembling 
Milk, which appear’d inflead of Serum feparated from 
the Blood after it bad ffood fome time; by Alexander 
stuart, AZ. D. Poyfict ian in ordinary to her Majefty, 
FR. S. and of the College of Pbyficians, London. 
X. An Account of what was obferved upon opening the 
Corple of a Perfon, who had taken feveral Ounces of 
crude Mercury izternally; and of a Plumb-{ftone loage 
ed in the Co: ats of the Rectum. Communicated in a 

Letter from the late Dr. Madden, Phy/fician at Dublin, 
to Sir Hans coe Bar. Pr. R.S. XI. Odfervatio 
éclipfeos Telluris Rom: xc habita in . : mg emminentiffi= 
H2 Cardinals Der-Vra, v. Non. 3. Mau N. S. 
Apt. 22. V. 1.1734. per Didacum de Revillas Abbat. 
~ sidamad R.S.S. & Andream Celfium, R. S.S. 

“A firon. Profef. Upfal. & R.S. Suec. Secr. 

Vhefe are all very ingenious Subjeéts, as thofe al- 
motft univerfally are whitch come under the Infpeétion 
and Confideration of this Iluftrious Body; I fhall 
prefent the Reader with a few Hints from two or 
three of them. 

Dr. Barker has very judicioufly f{pecified the Incon- 
veniencies attending the moft improved refracting Mi- 
crofcopes; and his Contrivance to obviate them by a 
Microicope of a different Nature and Structure, on 
the Model of the Newtonian, commonly called i. 
Reflecting Telefcope, is very ingenious and laudab! 
buc I doubt whether it be capable of anfwering his 
Intention 
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Intention in any confiderable Degree: a very skilful 
Workman in that Way has afflured me that it will 
not. However, as we may fuppofe the learned Ine 
ventor will fooner than any find out, and be fentible 
of its Defects; fo we have great Reafon to hope, that 
if they will admit of any Remedies, he wi!l happily 
difcover and apply them, that fo this curious and va- 
Juable Inftrument may be brought to its defirable Per- 
fection. 

W hat oceurs under the fifth Article affords a very 
probable Explication of the Caufe of Earthquakes, 
Vulcanos, and all fiery Eruptions out of the Earth. 
Mr. Maud, as we are there told, took 3:j of Oil of 
Vitriol, and mix’d it with 3viij of common Water, 
which he put into a Glafs with a flat Bottom, about 
ten Inches wide and three deep, with a long Neck; 
to this he added 31] of Iron Filings: There inftantly 
arofe a great Heat, with a violent Kbullition, and the 
Jron was wrought upon very faft, with Fumes copi- 
oufly exhaling. ‘To the End of the Neck of the 
Glafs he luted a Bladder void of Air, the Neck of the 
Bladder being faftned to a Tobacco-Pipe; the Fumes 
arifing from the diffolving Metal! foon puffed up the 
Bladder to its full Extent, when that being taken a- 
way, the Neck of it being farft tied clofe with a 
String, he applied another in the {ame manner: Thus 
he filled feveral Bladders. Two of thefe he produ- 
ced before the Royal Society, in order to illuftrate a 
Phenomenon that Sir Yames Lowther had formerly 
fhewn them, with fome Air which he colleéted out 
of a Coal-Mine, and brought in Bladders clofe tied 
by Sea to Town: this Air being prefs’d out through 
the {mall Orifice of a Tobacco-Pipe, would catch 
Fire from a lighted Candle, and burn as an inflamma- 
ble Spirit, until it was all confumed: In like manner 
the Air being expell’d out of Mr. Maud’s Bladders, 
exhibited the fame Effect; there being little or no 
Difference but in the Colour of the Flame. After 
he had preffed Part of the Air out of the Bladder, by 
drawing back his Hand, the Flame was fucked into 

| the 
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the Bladder, and fet on fire, what inflammable Air 
remained included, all at once; which went off like 
a Gun with a great Explofion. 

From hence he conjectures, that nothing more is 
requifice to the Production of Earthquakes, and all 
fiery Eruptions out of the Earth, than an Interven- 
tion of [ron with a vitriolic Acid and Water. Now 
Tron, as he adds, ts generally found accompanied with 
Sulphur: and common Sulphur may be analyfed into 
an inflammable Oil, and an acid Liquor like Oil of 
Vitriol. This Acid therefore in the Bowels of the 
Earth, by being diluted with a little Water, furrounds 
the Iron, and works upon it in the manner above de- 
{cribed; an Efffervefcence and inreftine Heat arifes; 
the Air which comes from the Mixture is rarified, 
and becomes very elaftic; its /wpetus, by how much 
the more compreffed by the Weight of the incum- 
bent Earth, is increafed even to an unlimited Degree; 
and at length, like Gunpowder, will remove all Ob- 
ftacles, and exhibit the terrible Phenomena afligned 
as the Effects of thisCoalition.T hefe inflammable Fumes 
fometimes, if very much heated, will, as foon as they 
come to the open Air, catch fire, and fo produce 
thofe fiery Eruptions, of which there are to many 
Inftances in the World. 

Under the Eighth Article we have a Fact, which 
terminates a Doubt that fome have made, whether 
the Blood by Circulation is univerfally and intimately 
diftributed through the moft folid and compact Sub- 
{tance of the Bones: what is thought undeniably to 
evince it is, that the Bones of feveral Hogs, of a diffe- 
rent Breed, have been changed to a deep red Colour 
merely by Aliment; at the fame time that neither the 
flefhy nor cartaliginous Parts fuffer the leaft Alterati- 
on either in Colour or in Tafte. Mr. Belchier, the 
Surgeon, who communicated this odd Account tothe 
Society, has here fer down the Diet which produced 
this extraordinary Effeét, and the Obfervations which 
he made on certain Circumftances of it. I have feen fome 
of thefe tinged Bones in the curious Collettion ot 

2 I. 
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Dr. Nesbit. It weretobe wifh’dthele Virtuo would 
make fome Trials in the fame way upon other Animals. 
AR Titi Ac 
Literary News. 


Y our laft Accounts of the State of Literature a- 

broad we learn from Petersburgh, that they had 

juit finifhed the Impreffion of M. bayer’s Hiltory of 

Battvia. His Mufeum Orientale, and his Latin Differ- 

tations on the Sevres, Saces, and Chine/e, were then in 
the Preis. 

From Koningsberg we hear, that M. Fi/cher, former- 
ly a Profeffor in the eee there; is printing a 
Relation of his Travels in England, Flanders, France 
and Italy; it bears the Title of a Liter rary Journey, 

They have publifhed at Vienna a fecond Edition, 
enlarged, of a valuable Work, viz. Lra/mi frelich, 
: t Ouatuor Tentanina i Re numaria vetere. 

Differtatio compendiaria de utilitate rei numarie veteris. 
‘i , Appendicula ad Numos Coloniarum a Cl. Vaillantio 
editos. 3. Appendicula ad Numos Urbium Grexce lo- 
quentium fub Auguito percufos, €f @ laudato Vaiilan- 
io editos. 4. Differtatio de Numis, Monctariorum ve- 
terum Culpa vitiojis. ‘Thele Pieces appeared at firtt 
feparately. They contain a great many curious Re- 
fearches, and Notices; for many of which the Au- 
thor profefles himfelf indebred to father Charles Gra- 
nellt, Confeffor to the Emprefs Dowager. He ac- 
knowledges his Obligation to that Ecclefiattic“, not 
only for thofe Informations by which he has greatly 
profited, but alfo for the free ule of his fine Colle- 
ction of Medals; — valuable for the Number 
of the beit Greck on 

There came out aie Time ago at Presburg the 
fourth Part of the Apparatus to the H iltory of ‘awe 
gary, by M. Belias. It contains the tecret Hittory of 
the Embafly of Ferome Lafchki, Envoy from Fobs 
King of fdungary to Sultan § Solywan: This Anecdote 
is done from a Manufcript fuppofed to be wrote by 


Lafchki himfelf. 
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QObfervations on various 
Three Parts. By J 
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fon, near the Bed Ta wern in Ta- 
wiftock-Stre f. Co eee nN} and to 
be had at the Diipenfary near the fame 
Place, pr. 25. 
2. Mnemonics, ot the Art of Me- 
containing, among many other 
(ot Genera! Ute) in vai 


Experiments 


eircies rious 
Sciences, 
tio ns ol Arithmet: c by Ad- 

—_— A Rule 
In the Rul ie ot Three (whe- 
ther aiemole or Compound, Direét or 
Inverfe) by one Stating, and in the 
fame N ee A compleat perpetu- 
al Alma: ealy to be learnt by 
heart; and in ‘46 memorial Veries.- - 
A fuller and plainer Account of the 
Einclifp, Hebrewo, Greek, and Roman 
Co} Ins, Weights and Meatures, than 
in Dr. Arbuthnot’s Tables, cr in above 
Dr. Grey’s Memorta 
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, Wardand Chandler 

Collection of “elf Travels, 
and Memoirs of 7V’ales. Printed tor 
and fold by 7. Yorduck, pr. 1s. 6d. 
§- Anglia Judaica: or the Hittory 
and Antiquities of the Servs in Eng- 
fand. Colleéted from all our Hiftori- 
ans, both printed and manufcript, as 
alfo from the Records in the Tower, 
end | other publick Repofitories. By 
D’ Bhiffiers Tovey, LL.D. Oxford, 
Diiated: for Fames Fletcher 3 and fold 
by C. Rivington, F. Nourje, and ‘Ff. 
Stagg, pr. 125. tew'd. 

G. A Treatiie of Arithmetic, ex- 
plain’d in a new Method, that willaf- 
tord the Learner particular and more 
infallible Directions inevery Queftion 
than can be given in any other Man- 
ner: By way of Queftion and Anfwer. 
To which isannex’d, A Catalogue of 
choice Books, Mathematical, Be, 
proper for Students in the Mathema- 
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; cs. By Samuel Sto “ ufes Printed and 

ld by Henry Kent, Richard Parting. 
toi, and Mell. Ward and Chandler, 
pr. 3 5. bound. 

7- A faithful Narrative of the {yr. 
prifing Work of Ged, inthe Conver- 
fion of many hundred Souls in Nor. 
thampton, and the neighb« ouring ba 
and Villages of Nes v- Hamp ire 
New-England. Ina Letter to the a. 
Dr. i 1} jamin Colman, ot Bofton, Writ- 
ten by the Rev. Mr. Edwards, Minj- 
fter of Northampton, on Nov. 6. 1736, 
and publifh’d w ith a large Preface, * 
Dr. Watts and Dr. Gu Uy jes Printed 
tor Fobn Ofwald, price ftitch’d 15, 
bound in Caif 1s. 6d. 

The Morality of Religion and 
the Doé¢trine ot the Sacrament put ina 
true Light, pr. 1s. 

g- A Paraphrafe on Chrift’s Sermon 
on the Mount, contained in the sth, 
6th, and 7th Ch ipters of St. Mattkew, 
with proper Solilequies at every Peri- 
od. In a Letter from a Father to his 
Sone Printed in two Sizes, viz. 8vo 
and I2mo. the Jaft bound for 1s. 

Io A Dialogue between aptift 
and a Church-man: Occ sGon"a by the 
Baptift’s opening anew Meeting-Houfe 
tor reviving old Calviniftical Doétrines, 
and {preading Antinomian and othe 
Errors, at Birmi mgt am in Warwick- 
feiree Part I. By a Confiftent Chri- 
fiian. Printed for ¥%. Roberts, pr. 6d, 

1m. Act, Declaration, and Tefti- 
mony, for the Doétrine, Worhhip, 
Difcipline, and Government of the 
Church of Scotland. By tome Mini- 
fters aflociate together, for the Exer- 
cife of Church-Government and Difci- 
pline ina Prefbyterial Capacity. With 
an Jntroduétion, containing — the 
Grounds of their aflcciating into a 
Prefbytery, and the Reafons of theit 
emitting this Aét and Teftimony- 
To which is alfo fubjoin’d, the Accel- 
fion of the Rev. Mr. Ralph Enjrine, 
and the Rev. Mr. Thomas Mair, to 
the faid Prefby 7 and the prefent Te- 
ftimoy. Sold by Fofeph Davidfon, ple 


Divinity. 

12. The Qualifications and Bleffings 
of a good Magiftrate: A Sermons 
preach’ d before the Ri ght Honoura- 
ble the Lord Mayor, the Worhhipful 
the Aldermen, and the Citizens of 
Lindon, in the Parith Church of St- 
Lawrer NPTny, on Thurfday the 2gth 
ot sae ber, 1737+ By Charles W beat 
yy fir M,. Pr, ¥ 
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